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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

Col. Chris Sorenson
Commander, U.S. Army

Garrison Grafenwoehr

Services, support, teamwork and 
priorities have been overarching 
topics for our garrison enterprise at 

several important meetings held during the 
past few weeks.

Our Senior 
Commander, BG David 
Hogg participated in our 

Action Council (CAC) 
to address common 

eminating from our 46 
separate installation 
forums, as well as chaired 

with separate unit 

footprint.
Our three garrisons conducted separate 

conference with our garrison leaders and staffs 
from Grafenwoehr, Hohenfels, and Garmish 

work on issues, priorities and risks in the areas 

Focus areas
BG  Hogg endorsed four focus areas 

common to our three garrisons:

down of current and future needs for housing, 

Leadership addresses issues, 
your needs 

(3) 

shortfall

Communications to improve  our customer 

While this is part of our overall strategic 

accomplish, and how we can accomplish these 

after receiving input on our results from the 
Senior Commander.

we plan to keep Grafenwoehr, Hohenfels and 

AFAP

local issues and concerns to improve the 

The workgroups at our three conferences 

services for us to use for planning future 
budgets.  
Conference issues

The next step is to 
send all of the issues 
from the workgroups 
(11 total) to the 
appropriate action 

or elevated to the 

Conference in June.
A similar 

process takes place 
at that conference 

will be forwarded to 
Department of the 

to be repeated there.   

planning conference, 

how much we all 
depend on each other 
for the good of the 

be involved which brings us  to our  most 

prevention.   ‘Shoulder to Shoulder, No Soldier 

prevention campaign, 
and the next phase 
begins after March 
15, when we will 
begin our chain 
teaching.

We will be 
successful once we 
remove the stigma 
associated with 

health, and to 
achieve this requires  

that seeking help is 

of strength, not 
weakness.

is suicidal.
Teamwork and 

support are about 
putting the good of others ahead of personal 

Multinational Training Command 
kicked off 
the “Year of 
the NCO” 

Grafenwoehr 

distinct honor 
of participating 
in this event 
and cannot 
express the 

the NCO Corps has distinguished 
themselves as the “backbone of the 

in our garrison has, and will continue, 
to embrace his role and maintain the 
high standards of professionalism 

that has placed fear in our enemies 
and earned respect from our allies.

garrison in celebrating March 27 at 
11 a.m., at Bldg. 134 (next to the 
Kantina) in Vilseck. 

highlights the contributions women 
have made in environmental studies.

Women, like Mollie Beattie, 
a forester, conservationist, and 

woman to head the United States 

Beattie oversaw the successful 

Congress named a wilderness area 

Refuge in her honor.
Others like Arlene Blum made 

contributions that continue to impact 

and environment 
activist, was 
instrumental in 
banning Tris 

chemicals used as 

sleepwear, and the 
pesticide DBCP.

products such 
as upholstered 
furniture.

Throughout our 

women have been 
an integral part of 
our progress and 
success.

Take some 
time this month to 
remember the contributions of the 

We should 
also give thought 
to the more 

women who 

and those who 

accomplishments.  

Saves
The month 

of March also 
brings an end to 

Week. 

Saves Week ran 

to March 1 and 
focused attention 
on 

the following classes:

•  Checking Account Maintenance
•  Dumping Debt

address in an upcoming column, 
contact The Bavarian News at DSN 

Command Sgt. Maj. 
William Berrios

CSM, U.S. Army
Garrison Grafenwoehr

CSM CORNER

You are there for your 
fellow Sodiers, Family 

members and DoD 
Civilians, and the guide 
for suicide intervention 

is ACE:
Ask your buddy

Care for your buddy

Escort your buddy

... It is everyone’s duty to 
intervene if they suspect 
someone is suicidal.

‘

‘

    
that every NCO in 
our garrison has, 
and will continue 

to embrace his role 
and maintain the 
high standards of 

professionalism that 
has placed fear in 
our enemies and 

earned respect from 
our allies.

‘

‘

Grafenwoehr, Hohenfels, Ansbach, Schweinfurt, and Garmisch
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Story and photo by 
KIM GILLESPIE

USAG Grafenwoehr PAO

Kimberly Morris, 18, is looking forward to 
taking her driver’s license test.

She may go home to Savannah, Ga., and get 

test.

Jim Mollo, a Netzaberg Middle School 

driving.

learning the road signs and laws and taking 

Driver’s education course prepares 
teens for tests, driving challenges

vision.

are the same,” Mollo said.

of the car.

describes as “scary.”

Mollo said.

do in the States,” Morris said.

 

Story and photo by 
DENVER MAKLE It smells like the average Home 

work. 

Training aid production moves to Grafenwoehr  

wood.

local national-staff has been hired. 

whole organization.

Formerly known as the General 

The new Grafenwoehr location 

said. 

Soldiers can get the most realistic and 

lessons learned from down range.”  

made. It doesn’t matter how big or 

is realistic.” 
The JMTC trains Servicemen 

to meet the needs of today’s joint 

These training tools are designed 
to be sent anywhere, anytime.

aids.

HMMWV vehicles, mine and grenade 

TAPC is equipped to produce training aids for all varieties of missions, 
from road-side explosive devices to life size equipment.

Gunpowder, fate, support: Suicide ‘survivor’ shares story
The worst taste in the world is the 

tasting it.
My now ex-wife and I had 

divine intervention or an 

I was blessed - my little 

That was nine years ago.

my life since that cold November morning.

by my side who knew me well 
and knew something wasn’t 
right. Between them and the 

made the wrong choice in 

Soldiers and is the highest 

It’s also higher than the national 

A

C

friend’s concerns.
E

The best advice I can give to anyone who 

Editor’s Note: The author’s identity has not 
been disclosed at the author’s request.

    ... a loaded 
shotgun in my 
mouth was the 
best solution I 
could devise to 

express my deep 
sadness. 

‘

‘

• Ansbach/Katterbach

• Garmisch

• Grafenwoehr/Vilseck

• Hohenfels

• Schweinfurt

Vilseck High School student Anna Muzzy, 16, navigates the challenges of the road 
in the driver’s education simulation under the guidance of instructor, Jim Mollo.

COMMENTARY
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RETIREE CORNER
Know what you need,where

by DAVE STEWART
Graf Retiree Council president

Tax time is here and special issues sur-
round retirees living in Germany as ordi-
nary residents.

A tax treaty exists between the United 
States and Germany to protect against be-
ing taxed by both countries on the same in-
come.

U.S. Social Security and certain pen-

elected.

accounts as well as investments are taxable 
and reportable items. 

retirees and widows (ID Card holders) in 
preparing their U.S. tax returns.

Social Security Administration Form 

-

other annuities.

-
count transactions.

-

-

insurance and charitable contributions.

by DAVE STEWART
Graf Retiree Council president 

-

on-the-spot.

DFAS representative returns to  
various locations across Europe

The Bamberg Garrison will hold their annual Retirement Appreciation 

It will be held in coordination with the Bamberg Community Health 

TriCare; Veterans Administration; Legal Assistance; Customs; ID Card; 

Spotlight 
on

 Education

Name: Lisa Zimmerman
What grade and 
subject do you teach? 
5th grade, all subjects
Hometown: Pawtucket, 
R.I.
How long have you 
been a teacher?  For 
21 years, 19 of them with 
DoDDS
What do you enjoy 
most about teaching? 
Every year is different. Every 
day is a new day. You always 
have new kids and every kid 
has a different personality 
so you can’t ever teach 
something the same way 
twice. 
What advice can you 
give students to help 
them succeed? Don’t 
quit. Don’t give up on 
yourself. If you want to be 
successful, it takes work. 

We’re trying to keep pace with the nation 
and trying to make sure our military kids 

have that advantage.

by SAMANTHA L. QUIGLEY
American Forces Press Service

Young military children who 

imminent may not have to worry 

students reach the pre-established age 
by Sept. 1. 

-
-

children have to reach the above ages 

-

-

-

-

said.

-
-

-
 

-

-
tary population. Our exceptions are 

-

-
-

-

the exceptions are; those students 
-

-
ents and students eagerly awaiting 

-

-
ily was stationed in the state.

-
ents.

set the stage in our attitude and the 

-

The centers teach a developmental 

preschools.

student can handle some advanced 
-

The guides provide grade-appro-
priate standards and activities.

Marc Mossburg
DoDEA Cheif of Curriculum

Students 
from

Netzaberg
Elementary 

School brave 
the snow 

to march in 
a Fasching 

Parade
Feb. 20.

Photos by 
Mary Markos
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by Spc. GERALD WILSON 
JMTC Public Affairs

“No one is more professional 
than I. I am a Noncommissioned 
Officer, a leader of Soldiers. As a 

that I am a member of a time honored 
corps, which is known as ‘The 
Backbone of the Army.’”

These words from the NCO Creed 
rang out across the auditorium of 
the Grafenwoehr Fitness Center as 
more than 500 active and retired 
Soldiers  gathered Feb.  26 to 

the U.S. Army Garrison Grafenwoehr 
and the 7th Army Joint Multinational 
Training Commands’ kick-off 
ceremony for the Year of the NCO.

Secretary of the Army Pete Geren 
announced last year that 2009 would be 
“the Year Of  The Noncommissioned 
Officer.” During 2009 the Army 
will celebrate the achievements of 
the NCO by showcasing the NCO 

achievements of the NCO Corps.
During the ceremony JMTC 

Command Sgt. Major Darieus A. 
ZaGara gave a brief history of the 

transformation of NCO from its 
conception during the Revolutionary 
War to the present.

ZaGara commended the NCO 
Corps for the level of professionalism 
it has displayed.

“Our NCOs today, from Command 
Sergeants Major on down have 
consistently proven themselves both 
within the Garrison environment 

“You have earned the respect of your 
leaders, the nation you support and 
have won the respect and admiration of 

Highlighting the event was a 
parade of Soldiers chosen to wear 
period military uniforms, from  the 
Revolutionary War to the present. Two 
of the NCOs chosen for this honor 
found the experience to be one they 
won’t soon forget.

Leading the parade was Sgt. 
Kenneth Adams of the 7th Army 

who wore the uniform of an NCO from 
1776. To Adams the role of the NCO 
is a dual-sided one. The NCO is both 
a servant and a leader.

“We serve our country, our 
commanders and we also serve our 
Soldiers,” Adams explained. “At the 

same time we are called to be the 
leaders of our Soldiers as well as 
trainers for the Army.”

To Adams, being an NCO is an 
honor and something he has strived for 
since he enlisted six years ago.

“I grew up in the Infantry where 
being an NCO is a big deal,” Adams 
said. “I really appreciate the opportunity 
I have had to lead Soldiers.”

Adams said that the one thing 
he hopes his Soldiers have learned 
from him is to value integrity and 
take responsibility for everything that 
happens on their watch.

Staff Sgt. Anthony Vernon from 
JMTC Range Control portrayed a Civil 
War Soldier during the event.

“Celebrating the Year of the NCO 
basically honors the way we do 
things,” he said. “We are always 
interacting with the Soldier on a hand-
to-hand basis.”

“This celebration shows us that 
they appreciate everything we have 
done and will continue to do in the 
future,” Vernon said.

Both Adams and Vernon agreed 
that being an NCO is all about taking 
care of the Soldier.

“The Soldier is the number one 
priority to me,” Vernon said. “Whether 

Photo by Mary Markos

it is a pay issue or training them up to 
come back safe from a deployment.”

“If we look at the NCO Creed,” he 

said, “and live that on a daily basis, 
we can strive on to do bigger and 
better things.”

Ceremony honors NCO Corps’ achievements

by RONALD H. TOLAND Jr.
Bavarian News

Sgt. Maj. of the Army Kenneth O. Preston said 
in a recent presentation that the noncommissioned 
officer is the glue that has holds the Army 
together.

Staff Sgt. Ian Jackson, a team chief and 
signal support specialist with Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 
158th Aviation Regiment is part of that binding 
mixture. 

Not only is he part of the larger Army team 
of NCOs, Jackson applies similar leadership 
concepts to his off-duty activities as the team 
captain of the Ansbach boxing team.

“I box because I like to beat people up in an 

being an NCO because I am a driven person. I 
like to succeed - sports, work, whatever - and 
with that comes more responsibility.”

Born in Newport News, Va., but calling 
Spanaway, Wash., home, the 33 year old was 
raised in a military household and is currently 
slated for drill sergeant school.

“I believe I was bred for the military,” said 
Jackson. “My whole life is the Army - I go to 
the gym to stay in shape for the Army and work 
out three to four times a day, depending on what 
day it is.”

With the highest Army Physical Fitness Test 

is important.
“I tell my Soldiers, ‘Your goal is to beat me, 

not for me to beat you.’” 
He applies that same idea when sparring.
“Boxing keeps me in shape,” said Jackson, 

and “I tell my teammates, ‘I can take a harder 

hit than that.’” 
He says his teammates who came out to 

box are just as competitive as he is and want 
to win.

“Just like being in the Army, to make rank you 
want to take your correspondence courses, take 

college classes and get promotion points.  The 
same applies to boxing. If you want to win, you 
have to do the drills, make it to practice on time 
and give 100 percent in practice.”

He said learning, leadership and competition 
were always present in his family. He used that 

background to recently lead Ansbach to the 
Installation Management Command-Europe 
boxing tournament team title.

Jackson said he likes being a leader and hopes 
that idea rubs off not only on his team-mates, but 
on his Soldiers too.

“If you work hard at something, you can get 
what you want,” he tells members of both groups. 
Being an NCO is one of the toughest jobs to have 
and for me it represents a great accomplishment. 
It’s like boxing: if you work hard at it you’ll 
win because you’ll have trained harder than the 
other person.”

Jackson certainly follows those words, 
according to his supervisor, Sgt. 1st Class Mark 
Duncan.

“He is a dedicated leader of Soldiers and a 
stellar example of ‘Be, Know, Do’,” Duncan 
said. 

“This NCO can be seen leading from the front 
- leading the battalion’s color guard, leading the 
battalion through a 15-month deployment as the 
battalion information technology NCO in charge 

300 on the APFT.”
He also mentioned Jackson’s extra-

curricular activities and commended him on his 
accomplishments.

“He is a champion (U.S. Army Europe)  boxer 
(2006 USAREUR heavyweight champion) and 
this NCO is what my corps is all about.”

Ansbach NCO uses leadership skills on both sides of the ring

Staff Sgt. Ian Jackson (left) set up a jab 
followed by a right cross to stop his 
opponent at 0:30 seconds in the 2nd 
round Jan. 31.

Story and photo by 
KRISTIN BRADLEY

Bavarian News

Warhog Command Sgt. Maj. Mike Boom 
and U.S. Army Garrison Hohenfels Command 
Sgt. Maj. Perry Clark spoke to Soldiers at the 
garrison dining facility 
Feb. 27 about the Year 
of the Noncommissioned 

The ceremony was a 
symbolic kick off for a 
year’s worth of activities 
that will incorporate the 
theme, said Clark.

“Our NCOs have come a 
long way and done a whole 
lot. They make it all run. 
You just can’t celebrate that 
in half an hour,” Clark said 
about why these Soldiers 
deserve an entire year to 

“This is the way the Army says thank you for 

been a long time coming.”
Both men spoke about the achievements 

Command sergeants major 
kick off Year of the NCO

Command Sgt. Major Mike Boom takes over for Cpl. Timothy Wells at a cake cutting 
ceremony honoring the Army’s Year of the NCO Feb. 27.

and importance of the NCO corps before Boom 
and Cpl. Timothy Wells, the newest garrison 
NCO, cut a cake decorated in honor of the 
celebration.

“The Army NCO corps is the reason for our 
Army’s success and a model worldwide,” said 
Boom. “You can see that here when we train 

troops at JMRC.”
He explained that in 

missions run at the platoon 
and squad levels, NCOs are 
critical to the success of the 
overall mission.

“They’re out there taking 
care of Soldiers in the most 
austere conditions in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, serving 
multiple tours,” he said, 
adding that NCO spouses 
also need to be thanked for 

“NCOs reenlist over and over. And the 
Soldiers reenlist because they want to be like 
their NCO one day.”

“We were always the unsung heroes, it’s nice 

The Army NCO 
Corps is the 

reason for our 
Army’s success 

and a model 
worldwide. 

Command Sgt. Maj. Mike Boom
Warhog Command Sgt. Major

‘ ‘

Photo by Mary “Tweedy” Knef

More than 500 active and retired Soldiers recite the NCO Oath Feb. 
26  during the U.S. Army Garrison Grafenwoehr and the 7th Army 
Joint Multinational Training Commands’ kick off ceremony for the 
Year of the NCO.



by YVONNE LEVARDI
Marshall Center PAO

After a whirlwind visit through Western 
Europe, Congressman John Tanner, D-Tenn., and 
nine other representatives arrived Feb. 20 at the 
George C. Marshall European Center for Security 
Studies in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany.

Their stop came after a week of meeting and 

“What is taking place here at the Marshall 
Center is exactly what we want to further in 
terms of democracy, human rights, rule of law,” 
Tanner said.

“The Marshall Center is bringing people 
together here – maybe from countries who cannot 
or are not getting along. For individual citizens 
to come here, be able to have a dialogue, and be 
able to understand one another is exactly where 
the world has to go from this point forward,” 
he said.

The delegation arrived Feb. 19, and visited the 
NATO school in Oberammergau, Germany – the 

At the Marshall Center, they received the 

They also met with Mayor Thomas Schmid 
and signed the town’s Golden Book. The book 
has signatures from notable visitors, including 
former Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld. 
Rumsfeld visit to the Marshall Center for its 10th 
anniversary in 2003.

The visits to the Marshall Center and NATO 
school culminated the quick recess week which 
saw the group start their week in Brussels, 
Belgium on Feb. 14.

“We tried to put as much into this recess week 
that we can for two reasons,” Tanner said. 

“One is to enhance our own personal 
knowledge base about what’s going on here 
in Europe with respect to NATO, energy 
security, the global financial crisis, and the 
OSCE; but also because we think there is a 
window of opportunity with the new American 
administration to basically reenergize NATO.

“I think Vice President Biden said as much 

in his speech in Munich, so we as members of 
Congress wanted to come as soon as we could 
and do as much as we could here in Europe to 
solidify that new tone.”

Rep. Tanner was elected president of the 26-
member nation NATO assembly in November, 

stop for the group that also included Reps. John 
Boozman, R-Ark.; Jo Ann Emerson, R-Mo.; 
Baron Hill, D-Ind., Carolyn McCarthy, D-N.Y., 
Charlie Melancon, D-La., Jef Miller, R-Fl, 
Dennis Moore, D-Kan., Mike Ross, D-Ark., and 
David Scott, D-Ga. 

After meetings on topics including NATO’s 
current political agenda, the Aliance’s ongoing 
military operations including the mission in 
Afghanistan, Central Asia, and energy security, 
half the group visited NATO headquarters and 
met with the secretary general, Jaap de Hoop 

Schaffer.
Others visited the Supreme Headquarters 

Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE) headquarters 
and met with General John Craddock, SHAPE 
Commander Europe.

“We also met with the entire North Atlantic 
Council, (all of the member-nation ambassadors 
to NATO) and had a good meeting discussing 
Afghanistan, which is the largest out-of-area 
military expedition NATO has ever undertaken,” 
Tanner said.

The delegation went to the European 

crisis, followed by a trip to the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development 
to discuss energy security issues as well as the 

“There’s more to national security than just 
military might – there’s also energy security and 

(Below) Kindergarteners Pearl Yocum 
(left) and Carolyn Brown, explain a display 
of “things with 100” to Stephene Moore 
(right) and Peachy Melancon, spouses 
of the Congressional Delegation, during 
a visit to Garmisch Elementary-Middle 
School Feb. 20.  

Photo by John Reese

Both topics were addressed at the delegation’s 
follow-on stop to the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe in Vienna. At the OSCE, 
Tanner, as president of the NATO Parliamentary 
Assembly, addressed parliamentarians from 56 
member-nations.

Overall, Tanner hopes his delegation has 
been able to convey the new tone of the 
American administration to the NATO and OSCE 
parliamentarians in Brussels and Vienna.

 “As the president said, ‘We’ll shake hands 

said.
“We’re open for consultation and consideration 

– we want to know what they think and how we 
can work better together on the challenges we 
face both in the east as well as in Afghanistan.”

The delegation returned to Washington, D. 
C., Feb. 21.

Dr. John P. Rose, Director of the George C. Marshall European Center for Security 
Studies, addresses the Congressional Delegation after their arrival to the Marshall 
Center. 

Photo by Karlheinz Wedhorn

Freddy Osorio facilitates the delegates’ discussion of AFAP issues at the USAG Garmisch Conference.  
The conference took place Feb. 25-26 on Artillery Kaserne.

Photo by John Reese

by 
KARI SHARPE

Special to the Bavarian News

Action Plan Conference Feb. 25-26 at 
the Pete Burke Community Center on 
Artillery Kaserne.

Twenty delegates, including 
Soldiers, family members, civilians 
and retirees representing the garrison, 
the George C. Marshall Center, the 
NATO School and the Edelweiss 
Lodge and Resort spent two days 
reviewing 39 issues submitted by 
community members.

Delegates split into two groups 
to read and discuss the issues. They 
questioned numerous experts before 

to garrison manager Karin Santos.
“Being a part of AFAP at any level 

is a great way to see how the Army 

is trying to take care of, and hear 
the collective voice of the Soldiers, 
Family Members, and Civilians that 
make today’s Army,” said Shelley 
Stokes, a conference staff member 
who served in January as a delegate at 
the Department of the Army’s AFAP 
Conference held in Alexandria, Va.

The Garmisch AFAP Steering 
Committee, a group charged with 
reviewing and addressing the issues 
presented or if necessary forwarding 
them to the appropriate level for 
consideration and resolution, will 
meet regularly to track and report on 
progress.

His to r ica l ly  Garmisch  has 
forwarded any AFAP issues for 
inclusion in higher command level 
AFAP conferences.

“This year’s conference clearly 

AFAP program and that no community 

said Patty Pearce, another conference 
staff member.

Army Communi ty  Service , 
sponsor of the conference, thanked the 
community members who submitted 
their issues to take advantage of the 
opportunity to make their voices are 
heard higher up the chain of command.  
ACS also expressed gratitude to the 
devotion of the delegates, subject 
matter experts, and the conference staff 
and volunteers, saying their efforts can 
make a lasting positive impact upon 
the Garmisch community.

The AFAP Conference will be an 
annual event and ACS collects issues 
throughout the year.

Community members with ideas to 
improve the community or questions 
can contact the Garmisch ACS at DSN 
440-3777, CIV 08821-7503777 for 
more information.

When Garmisch Outdoor Recreation promises a “mini-bob” 
downhill event, the emphasis is on the mini. These racers were 
participating in the only event that had more than one person 
careening down the slope of the Hausberg Feb. 28. The garrison’s 
Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation team hosted the Ski, Board 
and Bob Spectacular to keep the annual event alive, and the mini-
bob race turned out to be exciting and hilarious. 

Courtesy photo

Downhill
Adventure

NEED COVERAGE FOR AN EVENT OR 
HAVE AN IDEA FOR A STORY?

at DSN 440-3701 and tell us about the
issues that matter to you.
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Congressmen visit Marshall Center, 
convey tone of new administration
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Left to right: Derek Ray, Jordan 
Markham, and Robert Evans perform a 
skit they wrote about “The Lost Labor 
of Heracles” Feb. 21 during the annual 
Odyssey of the Mind competition 
hosted by Hohenfels Elementary 
School. Zoe Abner, Lauren Fisher, 
Eliana Reagin, and Kevin Brazie made 

grade team that earned second place 
in their division. According to Kathleen 
McMillan, educational technologist at 
the Elementary School and coordinator 
of the event that was attended by teams 
from Grafenwoehr, Vilseck, Garmisch, 
and Schweinfurt, Odyssey of the Mind 
is an international competition in which 
students select a problem then work 
to present their creative solution to 
a panel of judges against teams with 
the same problem and in the same 
division. Winners from the Bavarian 
regional competition will advance up 
through the levels of competition with 
the eventual possibility of attending the 
world competition held in the United 
States.

by KRISTIN BRADLEY
Bavarian News

After more than eight months away 
from their families and friends, Team 
Cherokee has returned to Hohenfels 
proud of the job they did to help the 
people of Afghanistan, but saddened 
by the four comrades who will not be 
returning to their loved ones.

“My instinct when we left was 

Team Cherokee returns 
from Afghanistan mission  

to bring everyone back, though 
unfortunately that didn’t happen,” said 
Capt. Terry Howell, commander of C 
Company, 1st Battalion, 4th Infantry 
Division and Team Cherokee.

Pfc. Tan Ngo, 20, was killed Aug. 

when insurgents attacked his convoy 
in Zabul Province.

Maj. Brian Mescall, 33, Cpl. Joseph 
Hernandez, 24, and Sgt. Jason Parsons, 

Spc. Christopher Bockhol (left) 
greets his daughter Sophia after 
a ceremony Feb. 27 welcoming 
Team Cherokee back from 
Afghanistan. The Soldiers 
performed both huminatarian 
and combat missions during 
their eight-month deployment to 
the country. 

Creative 
Solutions

Former 
Hohenfels safety 

manager dies
by KRISTIN BRADLEY

Bavarian News

Franz Greiner, retired local national safety 
manager for the Combat Maneuver Training 
Center and 282nd Brigade Support Battalion 

on Jan 22. He was 69 years 
old.

G r e i n e r  l i v e d  i n 
Adertshausen where he 
resided after retiring as a 
local national employee for 
the U.S. Army.

A funeral service was 
held on Feb. 6 at the St. 
Katherine Cemetery Chapel in Amberg.

Greiner was the CMTC and 282nd BSB 
Hohenfels safety manager from 1982 to 1994.

His collegues discribe him as in immensely 
successful safety manager for the CMTC/282nd 
BSB. While Greiner was Hohenfels safety 
manager, the CMTC/282nd BSB won the 7th 
Army Training Command commanding general’s 

1989, 1990, and 1991.
“Franz was well respected by everyone at 

CMTC Hohenfels,” said Dan Voglesong, U.S. 
Army Garrison safety manager. 

“He was a very well-liked, nice man and we 
extend our deepest sympathy to his family.”

Greiner is survived by his wife Gertraud; his 
children Markus, Roman, and Beate; and his 
brothers Maximilian and Gebhard.

by KRISTIN BRADLEY
Bavarian News

After more than eight months away 
from their families and friends, Team 
Cherokee has returned to Hohenfels 
proud of the job they did to help the 
people of Afghanistan, but saddened 
by the four comrades who will not be 
returning to their loved ones.

“My instinct when we left was 
to bring everyone back, though 
unfortunately that didn’t happen,” said 
Capt. Terry Howell, commander of C 
Company, 1st Battalion, 4th Infantry 
Regiment and Team Cherokee.

Pfc. Tan Ngo, 20, was killed Aug. 

when insurgents attacked his convoy 
in Zabul Province.

Maj. Brian Mescall, 33, Cpl. Joseph 

Hernandez, 24, and Sgt. Jason Parsons, 
24, were all killed Jan. 9 when an 
improvised explosive device hit their 
vehicle.

“They all gave their lives for a 
reason,” said Howell. “If it was me I 
would want my family to understand 
that I died for a cause and that it was 
a good cause.”

The team also had many injured 
Soldiers and numerous troops are still 
in the United States recovering from 
their wounds.

He said the cause those Soldiers 
and the entire company was working 
toward while supporting Task Force 
Zabul and the International Security 
Assistance Force included many 
humanitarian missions.

The 1-4 Soldiers not only patrolled 
their area of operations for enemy 

activity, but also spent countless days 
establishing schools and health clinics, 
distributing winter wheat and farm 
equipment, and helping health care 
providers treat diseases in adults and 
children.

“If we win the hearts and minds of 
the population, especially of the young 
people and children by doing things 
like giving out shoes in the winter 
when they don’t have them, they will 
remember that the enemy is not doing 
that for them, we are. That is going to 
stay in their minds,” said Howell.

His Soldiers agree.
“I think they know we mean well,” 

Pvt. Chase Bradford said of the Afghan 
people he met.

“Just because they don’t have much 
now doesn’t mean they should have 
to grow up in a country where they 

will never have anything,” said Spc. 
Daniel Dennis.

H o w e l l  s a i d  m a n y  o f  t h e 
humanitarian projects utlilize the 
Afghans themselves as contractors.

That way, for example, they are not 
only getting a new community center, 
but are learning how to build their 
community at the same time.

Part of making sure people can 
have hope for their future comes not 
just from humanitarian assistance now, 
but also from providing them with a 
safe environment in which to build that 
future, a task 1st Lt. Larry Baca said 
Team Cherokee focused heavily on.

Baca said 1-4 Soldiers helped 
train and mentor the Afghan National 
Army and the Afghan National Police, 
which he thinks was one of their most 
important missions.

“We assisted the Afghan forces 
in retaining a government presence 
in each of our areas and used our 
additional manpower to help them 
stabilize the region,” he said.

Though Afghanistan may not be 
dramatically different because of 
the time Team Cherokee spent there 
performing humanitarian and combat 
missions, Howell and other soldiers 
said their efforts were meaningful.

“Attacks on villages in our footprint 
have pretty much ceased. We’ve 
prevented attacks on children. We got 
to the point where we can give them 
things, like wheat or shoes, without the 
enemy coming and using or destroying 
it,” Howell said.

He said there might still be a long 
way to go, but even so, “we have done 
tremendous things.”

Photo by Kristin Bradley

Photo (below) by Spc. Alex Godinez 

Photo by Troy Darr
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by DAVE MELANCON

The Joint Multinational Readiness 
Center’s Operations Group is taking on 
the largest mission and most complex 
road trip in its history.

4th Infantry and operators and analysts 
from the Instrumentation Training 
Analysis Computer Simulations and 

month to train Soldiers from the 82nd 

are participating in the monthlong 

The unusual JMRC rotation is 

Hohenfels training area travels to Fort Bragg
“We are taking the JMRC and our 

Expeditionary Instrumentation System 

Fort Bragg training area a Hohenfels 

Brigade is always on alert for missions 

and the JRMC’s EIS put the group’s 

said.

taking all of our analysts to Fort Bragg 

The equipment was inspected in 
Hohenfels in early January to ensure 

standard.
By mid-January the gear was ready 

Eungard said.

equipment the Ops Group will use on 

and is setting up and 
testing the systems 

March 2.
When it does hit 

the road for training 
sites in Germany or 

opposing forces and 
ITACCS technicians 

enough equipment to 

equipment and so 
many people usually 

added.
The Ops Group and its logistics 

unit training rotations and holiday 

While the amount of equipment 

was that the contingent -- the full 
Ops Group headquarters and the 

the Expeditionary Instrumentation 

The system tracks Soldier and 

and collects radio communications 

Video equipment monitors the action. 
All this information is then compiled 

use it to prepare and conduct after-

participated in the training.
T h e  e n t i r e 

equipment package 
will fill a “small 

three containers 
f i l l e d  w i t h 
instruments used for 

monitoring radio 

as three containers 

space for the team’s 
analysts.

Hoeh said.

Hoeh said.

us and the Army a chance to see what 
it takes for this type of mission to 

center directorate and the Army’s 

other training centers.

he said.

unit this large for the Joint Multination 

want to do it well. We are going there 

U.S. Army photo

The Instrumentation Training Analysis Computer Simulations and Support team from U.S. Army 
Europe’s Joint Multinational Readiness Center in Hohenfels, Germany sets up the Expeditionary 
Instrumentation System to train Soldiers of the 172nd Infantry Brigade at a German army training 
center in Hammelburg.

by DAVE MELANCON

States from a 15-month tour in Iraq with the 

again.

Task Force Falcon prepared for their 
deployment during a mission rehearsal exercise 
at the Joint Multinational Readiness Center here 

shortly afterward. The task force is scheduled 

mid-March.

“I am going from straight-legged (infantry) 

-- to a completely different mind-set in a non-

patrols were less confrontational and more 

to-day routine and to prepare reports on those 

The Soldiers also trained for detainee 

“We were constantly on the alert. We were 
running raids and other missions during the entire 

“We were not in the attack mind-set [training 

operations.

One reflection of that new reality is that 

the international community organizations 

organizations.
Soldiers are in the country in a supporting 

institutions and help local leaders to support the 

 

“It is going to take a generation to get these youth 

said.

the Soldiers to practice an important skill -- 
communicating through interpreters.

Trainers emphasize how to conduct proper 

language to the point of suppressing the 
Californian urge to wear sunglasses.

their primary focus is on helping people.

Guard, Reserve Soldiers train at JMRC for Kosovo mission

A Soldier from the Calfornia Army National Guard’s 40th Infantry Division 
observes activity in a simulated village in Kosovo during a multinational training 
exercise at the Joint Multinational Readiness Center in Hohenfels.

   We’re making 
the Fort Bragg 
training area 
a Hohenfels 

(training area) 
box. 

Maj. Brad Engard
JMRC Ops Group’s Logistics 

‘ ‘

Photo by Sgt. Darriel J. Swatts
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Hohenfels
Briefs

FRG meetings
The USAG Grafenwoehr Command-

Tax centers are open

Bellamy Brothers to perform 
-

website at 

Graf & Vilseck blood drives 

Services Blood Program is from the mili-

Youth skiing
-

Travel opportunities

 
ODR ski trip

VFW news

KONTAKT Club
-

Employment Readiness
-

-

Langenbruck Center events 
The

Youth Sports registration

Special Olympics

-

Identity theft
-

-

-

 
Clinic appointments

conditions 

Estate claims
-

New MPA program

Parental support 
-

English as a second language

Victim advocate  
-

Volunteer of the Year 

-

ODR ski trips
-

For more or to make reservations call 

Red Cross classes

-

KONTAKT Club
-

-

For more or for directions call the 

-

Put your 
motorcycle
miles 

If 

The next Coach Preparation Course will be at USAG 
Grafenwoehr April 13-24.

www.imcom-
europe.army.mil/sites/management/so_atstp.asp

Do you have a compliment?  

USE THE 
INTERACTIVE CUSTOMER EVALATION 

I.C.E. WEBSITE

workers who rotate from the states in 

-

March Bunco
-

Free movies 

-

Youth Sports enrollment

Coaches needed 
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Ansbach 
Briefs

Child, Youth

and School

Servic
es

PARENT
EDUCATION

CLASSES
Introduction to Baby Sign Language |  Ages and Stages

Child Growth and Development | Special Needs Awareness
Character Counts | Effective Guidance Practice

These parent education classes are offered on
a regular basis as part of our Child, Youth and
School Services employee orientation program.
   Classes are open to all parents and are
        offered in both Katterbach and
             Illesheim.  If you are interested in
                attending one or more of these,
                   please contact the CYS
                     Services Outreach Director at:

09802.83 2531

                           Hourly care may be
                            available for registered 
                            CYS patrons.
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AER campaign
The Ansbach Army Emergency Re-

lief Campaign runs tomorrow - May 15. 
Kickoff takes place tomorrow at noon 
at the Katterbach Dining Facility and 
Tuesday at noon at the Storck Barracks 
Dining Facility.

For more or to contribute to AER, 
call DSN 467-2553, CIV 09802-83-2553.

Bone marrow drive
The Katterbach Health Clinic hosts a 

bone marrow drive Thursday from 8:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Participants will only give 
a cell sample at the drive. Samples are 
taken using a swab and no needles are 
involved.

People who are currently restricted 
from giving blood can still provide a 
sample for the bone marrow drive.

DFAC hour change
The Shipton Kaserne Dining Facility 

recently changed its hours. The facility 
is open from 7-8:30 a.m. for breakfast, 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. for lunch, and closed 
for dinner. Facility also open for week-
end brunch and supper.

College registration ongoing
The Ansbach Education Center en-

courages the community to start earning 
their degrees now. On-site registration 
for classes goes on now through March 
20.

Visit your Education Center at 
Katterbach Bldg. 5818 or call DSN 
467-2817, CIV 09802-83-2817, at Storck 
Bldg. 6503 or call DSN 467-4750, CIV 
09841-83-4750.

Ski trip
Ansbach ODR offers a four-day ski 

trip to Kaprun Friday-Monday. Cost is 
$325 for a three-night stay, breakfast, 
dinner, transportation and guide services. 
For information, call DSN 467-3225, 
CIV 09802-83-3225.

Parents Day Out
Katterbach and Storck Barracks 

Child Development centers and School 
Age Services host Parents Day Out in 
March, May, June and July. The day 
gives parents a break by offering child 
care on the designated Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Katterbach hosts days Saturday and 
June 27, while Storck days May 16 and 
July 25. Dates and times are subject to 
change.

For more, at Katterbach call DSN 

467-2533, CIV 09802-83-2533, at Storck 
call DSN 467-4880, CIV 09841-83-4880.

indoor cycling, muscle power and more. 

exercise programs at the Bunch Fitness 
Center at Storck Barracks and the Kat-
terbach Fitness Center.

For more call DSN 468-7311, CIV 
0981-183-311.

Weight loss support
The Storck Barracks Yellow Ribbon 

Room hosts a weight loss support group 
Wednesdays 6-7:30 p.m. and Fridays 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

The group is open to all community 
members. It features weight loss topics, 
advice, meal ideas, healthy recipes, posi-

and more.
Call DSN 467-4555, CIV 09841-83-4555 

for more.

Book club
Ansbach community libraries host 

monthly book clubs on a book a month.
The Storck Library’s next meeting 

is Tuesday, 5:30-6:30 p.m. The book is 
Betty Smith’s “A Tree Grows in Brook-
lyn.”

The Bleidorn Library’s next meet-
ing is March 18, 6-7 p.m. The book is 
Alexander McCall Smith’s “The No. 1 
Ladies’ Detective Agency.”

For more at Storck call DSN 467-
4675, CIV 09841-83-4675, or Bleidorn 
call DSN 468-1740, CIV 0981-183-1740.

5 p.m. for those interested in becoming 
an umpire for the upcoming season.

and NAF contracts will be provided.
Call DSN 468-7866, CIV 0981-183-866.

‘High School Musical’
The award-winning Terrace Play-

house presents Disney’s “High School 
Musical-On Stage” March 25, 26 and 
27 at 7:30 p.m. at Ansbach Middle/High 
School.

Tickets cost $9 for adults, $7 for 
students, and $20 for a family.

Call DSN 468-7636, CIV 0981-183-636.

Now hiring
The Franconian Inn on Bismarck 

Kaserne is hiring clerks who can work 
nights and weekends. The starting pay is 
$8.44 an hour. For more, go to http://
cpolrhp.belvoir.army.mil/eur/index.htm 

and search keyword Desk Clerk.
Applications or resumes can be brought 

to the NAF advisory center, Room 313, 
Bldg. 5254 Barton Barracks, or call DSN 
468-7822 or CIV 0981-183-822. 

MCEC hiring
The Military Child Education Coali-

tion is hiring cadre members for Parent 2 
Parent teams. 10-15-hour part time posi-
tions are available in Ansbach, Bamberg, 
Baumholder, Heidelberg, Mannheim and 
Schweinfurt. 

Cadre staff consist of parents with 
personal experience and a strong com-
mitment to education and military chil-
dren. Professional training is provided 
and cadre will work in their communities 
to provide workshops for parents.

To apply, go to the MCEC Web site: 

ParenttoParentJobApplicationForm.pdf.
The application deadline is Sunday.

Alterations
The Storck Barracks Alterations Shop 

is open Mondays and Thursdays from 
2-6 p.m. Alterations is located next to the 
military clothing sales store.

“On the Scene”
Want to know what is going on 

within USAG Ansbach? Check out the 
“On the Scene” newsletter available at 
the garrison’s web site, www.ansbach.
army.mil. The newsletter is posted every 
Friday.

Contact jim.k.hughes@eur.army.mil 
to subscribe for a PDF version by e-mail.

If you would like to publicize an 
event, or have a story idea, call public af-
fairs at DSN 468-1600, CIV 0981-183-1600.

Ansbach Health Promotions offers 

employees a chance to get up to three 
hours a week to exercise.

The next open enrollment is March 
23, 10 a.m.-noon and 4-5 p.m. at Bunch 
Fitness Center on Storck Barracks. An 
enrollment is offered March 25 from 10 
a.m.-noon and 4-5 p.m. at Katterbach 
Fitness Center. Call DSN 468-7863, CIV 
0981-183-863.

Get cooking
Storck Barracks Yellow Ribbon 

Room offers a German cooking class 
March 18, 10 a.m.-noon. Kartauser 
klosse with vanilla and chocolate sauces 
is on the menu. Call DSN 467-4555, CIV 
09841-83-4555.

Kessler job fair
Looking for employment? Dress for 

success and bring your resume to the job 
fair at Kessler Fitness Center March 20 
from 9 a.m.-noon. It is also an opportuni-
ty to network with other job seekers. For 
more information, call Army Community 
Service at CIV 09721-96-6933.

NAF resume class
Learn how to apply for NAF (non-

appropriated funds) vacancy announce-
ments by attending the NAF resume 
class tomorrow at the Ledward education 
center from 10 a.m. to noon. Learn what 
NAF positions are available and discover 

for them. Call CIV 09721-96-6444.

Register for unit-level soccer
Registration for unit-level six-on-six 

soccer season runs through Mar. 20. Play 
is open to unit-level teams only (rear 
detachment teams can combine within 
battalion). Season runs from Apr. 8-May 
18. For more, call CIV 09721-96-8234.

Book club
Attend the adult book club at Led-

ward Library on the last Thursday of 
each month.

The next meeting is March 26, 5:15 
p.m. to discuss Diane Ackerman’s “Zoo-
keeper’s Wife.” A copy can be picked up 
at the library’s circulation desk. Call CIV 
09721-96-6487 for more.

Bulk trash
Bulk trash is scheduled for pick-up 

from Askren Manor, Yorktown Village, 
and government-leased housing March 
24. Please put items out prior to 7 a.m. 
on pick-up day but no earlier than the 
day before. Bulk trash is only those items 

For more call CIV 09721-96-6414.

Green beer
Come to the Irish Pub at Conn 

Community Club March 17 for green 
beer and appetizers starting at 5:30 p.m. 
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with an Irish 
drink and jig.

Free computer classes
ACS is offering free computer class-

es, 8:30 a.m.-12:50 p.m. at the computer 

completion will be issued at the end of 
each class. Call CIV 09721-96-6933.

•Monday – Basic Microsoft Excel I
•Tuesday – Basic Microsoft Excel II
•March 18 – Microsoft PowerPoint
•March 19 – Microsoft Access

Love and logic parenting
ACS offers classes in “Becoming 

a Love & Logic Parent.” The class is 
Tuesdays, 9-11 a.m. at SAS. For more, or 
to sign up, call CIV 09721-96-6933.

Learn to manage debt
Are you in debt and don’t know how 

to get out? Do you need expert advice 
and tips on staying out of debt? Come 
to ACS’s “Seven steps to getting out of 
debt” class March 25, 3:30-4:30 p.m. For 
more, or to sign up, call CIV 09721-96-6933.

Treasurer training
Learn how to be a treasurer at ACS’s 

class “Treasurer training” at the Yellow 
Ribbon Room March 18, 11:30 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. Learn how to run a ledger, a 
monthly report of funds, and more. Call 
CIV 09721-96-6933.

Pregnant?
Come to ACS’s class “OB ori-

entation” March 18, 9 a.m.-noon to 
learn about your pregnancy, nutrition, 
resources in the community and more. 
Mothers and fathers are encouraged to 
attend. Call CIV 09721-96-6933.

G.U.T.S.
Teen newcomers are invited to come 

to ACS’s class “G.U.T.S.” at the Sch-
weinfurt Middle School library March 
24, 8 a.m-2 p.m. Take a bus tour through 
town, learn basic German phrases, and 
more. Bring euro for lunch. To sign up, 
call CIV 09721-96-6933.

Interview skills
impression on job interviews by attend-
ing the “First impression employment 
readiness” ACS class March 19,  2-4 
p.m.

Topics include types of interviews, 
how to dress, and more. Call CIV 09721-
96-6933 for more.

too large to transport in your vehicle. 
Call DSN 354-6201, CIV 0162-270-9403 
for information.

Saturday child care
Do you need a break from the kids to 

run errands or just relax at home? Sign 
up now for CYS Super Saturday child 
care March 21. Children ages 6 weeks-

a.m.-2:30 p.m. for $16.
Reservation deadline is Friday. Call 

CYS at CIV 09721-96-6414. 

Women’s history tea
The Schweinfurt Equal Opportunity 

women to attend the Women’s History 
Month tea party at Conn Community 
Club March 19, beginning 2 p.m.

Enjoy guest speakers, browse book 
collections and displays, and test your 
knowledge by entering the trivia contest.

Neuschwanstein castle trip
BOSS invites you to sign up for a trip 

to Neuschwanstein castle March 28. Bus 
leaves at 6 a.m. and returns approxi-
mately 10 p.m.

Transportation is 37 Euro and castle 
entry is 9 euro. Deadline to sign up is 
March 20. Call CIV 09721-96-8476.

Fishing in Germany
class April 3-5. Cost is $65. For more, 
call CIV 09721-96-8080.

Soccer clinic
Participate in the Schweinfurt soccer 

clinic at Finney Fitness Center March 
25-27 from 6-8:30 p.m. Clinic is open to 
all ID card holders age 18 and up but not 
in high school. A tournament will be held 
March 28, 6-9 p.m. Call Finney gym at 
CIV 09721-96-8234.

B.O.S.S. wants your input
Want to help plan events for single 

Soldiers or give input into how things 
run?

Attend BOSS council meeting on 
the second and fourth Tuesdays of each 
month. The next meeting is at 2 p.m., 
March 24 at Finney Recreation Center. 
For more, call CIV 09721-96-8476.

Youth baseball/softball
Youth ages 6-18 are encouraged to 

sign up for the upcoming baseball and 
softball season. Registration ends Friday, 
so sign up now!

All participants must be registered 
with CYSS and have a current sports 
physical.

Conditioning for ages 10-18 begins 
March 16 and practice for softball and 
baseball begins March 30.

Schweinfurt
Briefs

What’s Happening

SERVE AGAIN ON
YOUR OWN GROUND
The Air Force Reserve 

is offering part-time 
opportunities for Medical 
Professionals with excellent 
benefits, including choice 
of home base, education 
assistance, secure employment 
and competitive pay. 
 
Choose your home base and 
you will not be transferred. 
Receive low cost TRICARE health 
insurance. Maintain retirement 
benefits. In most cases you can 
retain your rank. Specific jobs 
come with signing bonuses.

Continue to build close 
friendships, serve your country 
and participate in experiences 
unique to the military.
 
Accomplish extraordinary things 
while you achieve your 
personal goals.

EVERYDAY PEOPLE MAKING A  
DIFFERENCE



15Bavarian News March 11, 2009 Travel

Story and photos by 
KRISTIN BRADLEY 

Bavarian News

Romanticising
In the mid-19th century waves of 

Irish immigrated to ports like Boston 
and New York in search of respite from 
the potato famine that gripped their 
homeland, forever altering American 
demographics.

More than 150 years later, millions 
of Americans claim to be of Irish 
descent and the romanticizing of Old 
Ireland in theatre, books, and movies 
has them longing to visit the birthplace 
of their ancestors.

Whether the majority of us who 
claim a connection to the Emerald Isle 
(myself included) actually have Irish 
blood running through our veins or 
not, a visit to Ireland is as magical as 
we’ve been raised to imagine.

Whenever friends tell me they 
are planning a visit to Ireland, I 
immediately ask where they plan to go. 
Most Americans living in Europe will 
plan to spend all or most of their  trip to 
Ireland in Dublin, which I vehemently 
discourage.

Dublin is a wonderful city, and 
if you have time to travel across the 
country a stop in Dublin is a must. 
But at the end of the day Dublin is just 
that: a city, and therefore has a feeling 
similar to cities across the world.

If you only have a few days to 
spend in Ireland, Dublin simply will 
not give you the glimpse you crave 
into the Ireland most Americans are 
looking for.

To see the scenes most people 
picture when they think of Ireland, like 

sapphire blue sky, a visit to Kerry and 
the Dingle Peninsula is a must.
Traveling

Getting to this county on the 
southwest side of the island could not 
be easier.

Dublin or Shannon. Though Shannon 
is just a bit north of Kerry and Dublin 
is on the other side of the country, it 
takes little time to travel between any 
two points in this small country, so 
either will do.

Once you arrive at the airport, 
decide whether you will take your 

tour by bus or rent a car. Families with 
small children might prefer to rent a 
car, while those traveling with adults 

and a cheap, worry-free way to move 
around the country.

Buses travel between all points 
mentioned in this article. Schedules 
and tickets can be found at any bus 

Killarney
After deciding on a mode of 

transportation, start off your tour with 
two nights in Killarney.

A horribly touristy town, Killarney 
is still an excellent location to explore 
the Killarney National Park and a good 
starting point for other destinations in 
the area.

The 25,000 acre park is an easy 
20-minute walk from the Killarney 
bus station and can also be reached by 
hiring a taxi or renting bikes.

During the summer bring your 
swimsuit, a lunch, and walking shoes 
and spend a day exploring this must-
see landscape.

Walking and biking trails crisscross 
the rolling countryside that is covered 
with lush vegetation and wildlife. The 
park has three lakes for swimming and 
exploring with row boats available 
for rent.

If you can, swim out beyond the 
bays where the beaches form and 
explore the shoreline from the water. 
Occasionally, pale rocks rise from the 
clear water creating formations perfect 
for secluded sunbathing.

After exploring the park by land 
and by water, stop by one of the two 
historical estates in the park, Muckross 
House and Knockreer.

The 20-room Muckross house, 
built in 1843, has been converted into 
a museum displaying County Kerry 
folk life and features well-kept formal 
gardens. Admission is charged for 
entry into the house.
The Blarney ruins

On your second day in Killarney, 
take a trip over to Blarney Castle. 
The castle is in County Cork but is an 
easy jaunt and, let’s face it, you cannot 
come this close without kissing the 
famous Blarney Stone.

Expectedly touristy due to the 
stone believed to bring luck to those 
who kiss it, the Blarney Castle ruins 
themselves are nonetheless worth the 

trip and the country surrounding the 
fortress is breathtaking. Take a lunch 
to enjoy on the lawns and you’ll avoid 
the overpriced restaurants in town.

After a walk around the ruins, 
hop back on the bus or in your rental 
car. You can be back in Killarney for 
dinner, or you may choose to spend the 
evening exploring Cork’s hip shops 
and cafes.
Peaceful Tralee

The next morning, pack up your 
things and head north towards the 
coast and the town of Tralee.

A small town, Tralee is a perfect 
spot to escape the hordes of tourists 
and experience a friendly Irish town. 
Make sure to visit the rose gardens 
in the town park, the site of the 
internationally-famous Tralee Rose 
Festival held every August.

A warning though: don’t expect 
to show up during the festival, one of 
the biggest in the country, and get a 
hotel room without booking months 
in advance.
Blennerville

A few miles down the road is 
Blennerville, home of Ireland’s largest 
working windmill. You can reach 
it via a trip on the Tralee Steam 
Railway, a small steam train that 
moves through the fields between 
Tralee and Blennerville at a snail’s 
pace.

Not expensive but also not 
impressive, skip the train ride and take 
a bus or bike unless you have small 
children who will enjoy the novelty.

Originally built in 1780 and restored 
in the 1980s, the Blennerville windmill 
sits on a port that was a major gateway 
to America during the mid-1800s. 
Visitors can take a guided tour of the 

process, as well as browse the database 
of the Famine Emigration Research 
Bureau that contains details of more 
than 1.5 million Irish that immigrated 
to America during the famine.

Finish off your visit to Tralee by 
attending a show at Siamsa Tire, the 
National Folk Theatre of Ireland. Stop 

season’s selections.
Dingle Peninsula

Last on your tour of Kerry is the 
Dingle Peninsula.

Listed in “1,000 Places to See 
Before You Die” as a place where 
“Celt ic monuments to ancient 
Christianity still litter the rugged and 
spectacularly scenic coastline,” the 
Dingle Peninsula is one of the most 
beautiful spots in Kerry and in all of 
Ireland.

Spend about 20 Euro per person on 
a two-hour archeological tour of the 
peninsula to see ancient ruins dating 
to pre-Christian times while learning 
about the region’s fascinating Celtic 
history.

Stroll through the town of Dingle, 
stopping to sample the harbor’s 
excellent seafood at one of the pubs 
and spend some time window shopping 
along the storefronts.

After a tour of Kerry and the Dingle 
Peninsula stop by Dublin, but only if 
you have time. Even if you don’t make 

it to the city, you can leave the Island 
knowing you have seen the best of the 
Ireland you always imagined.

Visit the Ireland you’ve always 
imagined in County Kerry

Clockwise from left: Traditional 
famine houses stand throughout 
the Irish countryside; Emerald 

form the quintessential Irish 
coastline of County Kerry; 
Blarney Castle holds the famous 
Blarney Stone that visitors must 
literally bend over backwards to 
kiss for good luck; Tralee boasts 
a large garden with seemingly 
endless varieties and colors of 
roses. Tralee hosts the Rose 
Festival, one of Ireland’s largest 
celebrations.
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by DUSTY HOLSO-HOLLENBECK 
Bamberg Health Clinic

In response to the rise in mild Traumatic 
Brain Injury among deployed soldiers as a 
result of serving in OIF and OEF, the US Army 
is standing up a comprehensive plan to address 
those who have sustained these types of injuries.  
Understanding the signs and symptoms of mTBI 
is crucial to receiving treatment.  
What is Mild Traumatic Brain Injury? 

many cognitive, physical, and psychological 

and communication, information processing, 
memory, and perceptual skills are common. 
Psychological status is also often altered. 
Adjustment to disability issues are frequently 
encountered by people with TBI.

Brain injury can occur in many ways. Civilian 
traumatic brain injuries typically result from 
accidents in which the head strikes an object or 
an object strikes the head such as in a car accident 
or a fall down the stairs or from a high place. 
Other very common activities that can result 
in concussions and traumatic brain injury are 
sports, like football, hockey, and baseball. In fact 
most of what we now know about mTBI comes 
from sports medicine and injuries related to high 
impact sports.  While brain injuries to service 
members can also come from those types of 
accidents and activities, they are currently likely 
to occur due to the blasts and shock waves that 
can come from Improvised Explosive Devices 
or other explosions seen in war. 
Symptoms

Mild Traumatic Brain Injury is characterized 
by one or more of the following symptoms: 
a brief loss of consciousness, loss of memory 
immediately before or after the injury, any 
alteration in mental state at the time of the 
accident (often recalled as ‘seeing stars’ or 

focal neurological deficits. In many mTBI 

continues to endure chronic functional problems. 
Some people suffer long-term effects of mTBI, 
known as postconcussion syndrome. Persons 

changes in cognition and personality, including 
a decreased sense of judgment and increased 
impulsivity.  Dr. Alan Scheuermann, the clinical 
psychologist for the mTBI program in Bamberg, 
notes that “people often feel as though they’ve 
lost their identity, of who they used to be” after 

by RALINDA EATHERINGTON 
Bavaria DENTAC

All across the world Patient 
Safety is a recognized priority in 
health care.

March 8-14 will be a time of 
increased awareness in the Bavaria 
Dental Activity. You may see us at 
the Commissary or PX. You may 
receive additional information in one 
of our clinics. You may even read 
about it in the local paper. Perhaps 
you’ll pick up a copy of our newest 
publication, “Protecting You and 
Your Smile”.    

Let’s chat about Patient Safety 
and what it means to you and your 
family.

freedom from accidental injury by 
minimizing the likelihood of errors 
and catching and reviewing errors 
when they do occur to prevent them 
from happening again.

National Patient Safety 
Guidelines have been developed to 
assist medical and dental facilities 
in providing a safe environment for 
patient treatment.  Goals that apply 
to dentistry are listed:

1. Improve the accuracy of 

2. Improve effectiveness of 
communication among caregivers

3. Improve the safety of using 
medications

4. Reduce the risk of healthcare 
associated infections

5. Accurate and completely 
reconcile medications across the 
continuum of care

6. Reduce the risk of patient harm 
resulting from falls  

7. Encourage patients’ active 
involvement in their own care as a 
patient safety measure

8.  Identify safety risks inherent 

Samantha H. and Zedakiah W. share a moment with pediatrician 
Renata Lukezic (far right) and physician assistant Ms. Linda Sax 
(middle right) during a visit to the Vilseck Health Clinic Feb 13.  Nine 
children from the kindergarten class at the Rose Barracks CDC 
toured the clinic on Feb. 13 in order to get familiar with different 
aspects of health care, teach healthy habits, and help them be 
comfortable with clinic visits.

March is Brain Injury Awareness Month

sustaining a brain injury. He goes on to say that 
“often spouse’s or buddies from rear detachment 
are the ones to see the changes after a soldier 
returns.” Therefore, it is important that those in 
a soldier’s life who see these changes encourage 
them to seek assistance as soon as possible. 
Recovery

and treatment, recovery is possible. Particularly 
with mild levels of brain injury, improvement and 
recovery of cognitive functions such as memory 
and processing information can be accomplished 
through cognitive exercises and engaging in 
a variety of activities to improve those skills. 
“The brain is a pretty amazing organ,” says Dr. 
Scheuermann, “you can relearn many of the tasks 
through focused practice.” 
Prevention

Here are some tips from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and the Brain 
Injury Association of America to reduce the 
chances of brain injury.

Wear  a  s ea t  be l t  eve ry  t ime  you 
d r i v e  o r  r i d e  i n  a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e . 

Always buckle your child into a child safety 
seat, booster seat, or seat belt (according to 

 

N e v e r  d r i v e  w h i l e  u n d e r  t h e 
i n f l u e n c e  o f  a l c o h o l  o r  d r u g s . 

Wear a helmet and make sure your children 
wear helmets when:  

• Riding a bike, motorcycle, snowmobile, or 
all-terrain vehicle; 

• Playing a contact sport, such as football, ice 
hockey, or boxing; 

• In-line skating or riding a skateboard; 
• Batting and running bases in baseball or 

softball; 
• Riding a horse

 • S k i i n g  o r  s n o w b o a r d i n g . 
Avoid falls in the home by: 

• Using a step stool with a grab bar to reach 
objects on high shelves; 

• Installing handrails on stairways; 
• Installing window guards to keep young 

children from falling out of open windows; 
• Using safety gates at the top and bottom of 

stairs when young children are around; 
• Removing tripping hazards such as small 

area rugs and loose electrical cords;  
• Using non-slip mats in the bathtub and on 

• Putting grab bars next to the toilet and in 
the tub or shower;  

• Maintaining a regular exercise program to 

improve strength, balance, and coordination; 
and 

• Seeing an eye doctor regularly for a 
vision check to help lower the risk of falling. 

Make sure the surface on your child's 
playground is made of shock-absorbing 
material, such as hardwood, mulch, and sand. 

cabinet or safe. Store bullets in a separate secured 
location. 
When to call the doctor

If you or a family member has a head injury 
and you notice any of the symptoms on the list, 
call your local health clinic to schedule an 
appointment with your Primary Care Manager 
right away.  

Symptoms in adults
• Headaches or neck pain that won’t go away 
• Trouble with such mental tasks as remembering, 

concentrating, or decision-making 
• Slow thinking, speaking, acting, or reading 
• Getting lost or easily confused 
• Feeling tired all the time, having no energy 

or motivation 

• Changes in sleep patterns (sleeping a lot 

• Feeling light-headed or dizzy, or losing 
balance 

• Increased sensitivity to lights, sounds, or 
distractions 

• Blurred vision or eyes that tire easily 
• Loss of sense of smell or taste 
• Ringing in the ears 
Symptoms in children

• Feeling tired or listless 
• Being irritable or cranky (will not stop 

• Changes in sleep patterns 
• Changes in the way the child plays 
• Changes in performance at school 
• Lack of interest in favorite toys or activities 
• Loss of new skills, such as toilet training 
• Loss of balance, unsteady walking 
• Vomiting 
This information was provided by the Centre 

for Neuro Skills, http://www.neuroskills.com.  
Act now

If you think you or a family member are 
experiencing the signs and symptoms of mTBI, 
your Primary Care Provider can refer you 
to a specialist within our Medical Treatment 
Facilities.  For local resources contact the 

09662.83.4753

in our patient population
9. Improve recognition and 

response to changes in a patient’s 
condition.

These goals may sound scary or 
may have you shaking your head 
with worry or lack of understanding 
or confusion. Or you may look at 
these and think, “This is just good 
common sense!”

Let me explain how BDENTAC 
approaches these issues.

 We ask you for two patient 

to the dental chair, the assistant or 
the provider should ask you for your 
full name and date of birth. If they 
don’t ask, tell them about it, offer the 
information to them.

Communication is a problem for 
every organization and dental care is 
no exception. We consistently review 
record entries in an effort to improve 

this is how the dentist shares your 
treatment information with another 
provider.

When a patient arrives for any 
type of dental appointment, he 
or she should know why they are 
being seen.  You may not know the 

minimum, you should know the area 
of your mouth that is being treated.

 DENTAC works with the same 
pharmacy as your health care 
providers. We are active participants 
in committees that review 
medication usage and we monitor all 
prescriptions written.  

Handwashing is the No. 1 
thing that can be done to prevent 
infections. When you are seated in 
the dental chair, do you see your 
dentist and assistant wash their 
hands?

If not, you should request them 
to do so. It’s your body. It’s your 

treatment.  
When you arrive at the clinic and 

are escorted back to the dental chair, 
do you remember anyone asking you 
about your current health status and 
medications?

If not, tell us what has changed 
since the last time you received 
treatment in your clinic. Your 
medication may not be “new” to you 
but if we don’t have it documented 
– it’s new to us.

We regularly assess our clinics 
for trip and fall hazards. We also 
are very careful about releasing 
patients who may be unsteady after 
treatment.

So when we are chatting with 
you after your treatment, we’re 
also watching to make sure you are 
stable and capable of proper balance. 
Patients who have received any type 
of sedative or drug that relaxes them 
prior to dental treatment are always 
required to have an escort.

Upon arriving in our clinics, do 
you see brochures or pamphlets 
about different types of dentistry or 
oral hygiene? Well, this is part of 
what we provide to help educate you  
and  what you can do to improve 
your oral health.  

Our goal is to provide you with 
information that allows you to make 
an informed decision about your 
dental care.

Our latest publication, 
“Protecting You and Your Smile” 
will be hitting the streets during 
Patient Safety Week.

This four-page newsletter will 
be released four times a year and 
will have articles to provide you 
basic information on the dental 
specialties, good oral hygiene 
practices, dental terminology, and 
various other topics that should be 
important to you and your family.

BDENTAC makes patient safety a priority

Kids at the clinic
Photo by Anne Torphy

When you visit the doctor, here are some important questions to ask:
• How long should I expect these symptoms to last? 
• What should I do for this condition? 
• Is it safe to get back to my normal daily routine, such as 

school, work, or playing sports and doing other physical activities?

Understanding the signs and symptoms is crucial to receiving treatment. 

Courtesy image
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Story and photo by 
Spc. TIFFANY EVANS 

172nd Infantry Brigade

Somber looking men gathered in a 
sitting room prepared to discuss mat-
ters in their village with a representa-
tive of the U.S. Army, Feb 21. 

A toddler lightened the mood 
when he entered the room and headed 
straight for a distinguished man seat-
ed in the room with an air of author-
ity.

Sheik Fadil Youssef broke into a 
brilliant smile and in clear English 
told the guests at his house that the 
boy is his grandson. Youssef went on 
to explain his children and grandchil-
dren give him reasons to improve the 
village of Jurf as Sahkr. 

“My children, grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews represent the fu-
ture of Iraq. We must, here and now, 
work to improve their future,” said 
Youssef, Sheik and Sons of Iraq con-
tract holder for Jurf as Sahkr. 

“We have a few problems and need 

have worked with the Coalition forc-
es throughout Iraq since 2004, and 
I am proud to call them friends and 
brothers.”

During Youssef’s three hour meet-
ing with Capt. Brian Weightman, 
commander of B Company, 1st Bat-
talion, 2nd Infantry Regiment, 172nd 
Infantry Brigade, he continually fo-
cused on the people of Jurf as Sahkr 
and their welfare. 

“U.S. forces are working on leav-
ing Iraq and changing their strategy 
on how to help the people of Iraq until 
forces leave,” Weightman, a native of 
Eden Mills, Vt., said. “Even though 

Story and photo by 
Pfc. BETHANY L. LITTLE 

172nd Infantry Brigade

Soldiers of C Troop, 1st Squadron, 10th Cav-
alry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 4th 
Infantry Division, worked together in a com-
bined patrol with a Babil emergency response 
unit from Mahawil, Feb. 28.

The ERU, a special Iraqi police unit, can 
respond to almost any situation at a moment’s 
notice. 

“They have two main jobs,” said Maj. 
Ahmed Kadhim Hamza, the Iraqi Police Chief 

secure the area and the second is to respond to 
any emergencies that may arise.”

-
ed the ERU in 2006 to see if the unit could help 
improve the safety of the community in a small 
area. 

divided into different areas across Babil Prov-
ince,” said Hamza. There are several platoon-
sized elements of the ERU positioned in the 
Babil Province.

Story and photo by 
Spc. TIFFANY EVANS 

172nd Infantry Brigade

Throughout history, America’s 

Soldiers from B Company, 1st 
Battalion, 2nd Infantry Regiment, 

ERU members receive training on weapons, 
emergency medical care and other tactical skills 
during a three-month course taught by Coalition 
Forces. 

“They are highly trained, disciplined and do 
not need much prompting,” said 1st Lt. James 
Guglielmi, Platoon Leader of C Troop.

Members of the unit are like Iraqi Police, 
they conduct raids, joint operations and are will-
ing to go out on a mission with U.S. troops.

“They’re fantastic! They are always staged 
and are ready to react and move quickly,” said 
Guglielmi, a Tampa, Fla. native. 

This combined patrol is one of many that 
Soldiers and ERU members conduct together. 

“We work with the ERU a lot, and they al-
ways do a great job,” said Guglielmi. Soldiers 
and the ERU have been working together for 
the past six months.

Soldiers and ERU members have formed a 
bond through their combined efforts to keep the 
area safe.

“We have a really positive relationship right 
now, and we hope to develop a long term re-
lationship with them in the future,” Guglielmi 
said.

1st Lt. James Guglielmi walks with members of the Babil Emergency Response Unit 
from Mahawil, to ensure the safety of the area during a combined patrol Feb. 28. 
There are several platoon-sized elements of the ERU positioned in Babil Province. 

Babil Emergency Response Unit patrols Tunis

172nd Infantry Brigade embody this 
change. Three years ago, as heavy 
sectarian violence broke out in Iraq 
many of these Soldiers, participated 

rocket attacks and ever-changing im-
provised explosive devices.

Now many of them spend their 
days visiting with village councils, 

training Iraqi Security forces, advis-
ing senior ISF leaders, and taking a 
supporting role with the ISF on ki-
netic missions.

On Feb. 20, 1st Lt. Kirk Tooley, 
third platoon leader, his Soldiers and 
three Soldiers from B. Co., 403rd 
Civil Affairs Battalion visited with 
the Abu Lukah village council at the 
village’s secondary school. 

“Members of Abu Lukah’s vil-
lage council wished to meet with us 
to see if we could help to renovate 
the school, help with village infra-
structure projects and to question us 
about plans for village Sons of Iraq 
members,” Tooley, a native of Can-
ton, Mich., said. “Back in 2006 a pri-
or CA battalion helped to update the 
school, but since then there has been 
an increase in student population and 
more rooms are needed.”

Recently the village council and 
town members joined to raise money 
for a fence and an extra classroom, 
Tooley added. Even with the extra 
classroom, desks made for two stu-

dents have four students sitting at 
them.

“The school not only needs at least 
four additional classrooms, some mi-
nor repairs are needed in the previ-
ously built classrooms,” said Capt. 

Both Reed and Tooley offered to 
help the leaders send proposals to the 
Iskandariyah council asking them to 
invest money into programs to help 
employ the people of Abu Lukah Sol, 
build up infrastructure, and build, 
repair and enlarge schools in the vil-
lage.

Many council members told the 
Soldiers how safe they feel in their 
village now. The elders said they 
have complete faith in their local ISF 
to control security situations and are 
thankful to the Americans for helping 
to secure the area and train the ISF.

“We live on Patrol Base Hamiya 
around the outskirts of Abu Lukah 
and other villages,” said Sgt. Bran-
don Waugh, squad leader. “As non-

to training Soldiers, so training the 
Iraqi Army is second nature to us and 
training Iraqi Police to conduct pres-
ence control is also in our lane.” 

Soldiers of B Company, will learn 
military police techniques to continue 
perform in an advisory role for the 
IPs in their area.

Waugh’s younger Soldiers, many 
just out of basic training, are now the 
instructors, which sets them up for 
future success as NCOs. He is genu-
inely glad to see the progress made 
in Iraq and shares his experience 
from previous combat tours with his 
younger Soldiers.

“Every now and then you’ll hear 
someone say something about this 
not being our job,” Waugh said. “We 
leaders are quick to interrupt and let 
them know that this is also part of 
being a Soldier. After my last tour, 
I never would have thought I would 
go this long without being involved 

now and can honestly say Iraq is way 
on its way to being stable.”

Soldiers adapt to new way of doing business in Iraq

Abu Lukah secondary school while meeting with American troops.

we will not be funding as many proj-
ects as we have in the past, we will 
work with the villages and towns in 
our area of operation to receive the 
necessary funding and help from the 
Government of Iraq.”

Weightman explained how proj-
ects already approved are going to be 

Iraq. 
Youssef donated a parcel of land 

to the GOI, for a high school, which 
the Coalition agreed to build.

“At this time I can tell you the 

money for the high school has been 
approved and now we are searching 
for a contractor,” Weightman said.

Weightman told Youssef and the 
other guest that he understood their 
concerns and would pass them on.

Youssef voiced a few concerns 
about the SOI. Many are still waiting 
to hear about being hired by the GOI 

them other jobs.
The Sheik, who holds bachelor 

degrees in engineering, communica-
tions and education, told Weightman 

that 95 percent of his SOI’s are able 
to read and write. He went on to say 
how the people of Jurf as Sahkr are 
also highly educated.

Youssef discussed the recent pro-
vincial elections following lunch.  No 
Sunni won a seat in Babil province, 
and Jurf as Sahkr is mainly a Sunni 
village.

“We are disappointed that the Sun-
nis who ran for election did not band 
together, but we are pleased with the 

right people to help secure Iraq and 

keep the sectarian violence away,” 
Youssef said. “Above all else, we 
want to be secure and stand on our 
own two feet. We will do our best to 
always do the honorable thing for our 
children.” 

Weightman asked Youssef and his 
visitors what else he could do to help 
them. 

The captain listened to comments 
about a man’s house destroyed by a 
bomb, a military vehicle involved in 
a crash with a local vehicle and all the 
men wanted Weightman to look into 
the arrest of a man accused of vio-
lence against many citizens of Jurf as 
Sahkr.

“I can not promise you that we can 

look into all of them,” Weightman 
said. “I will also talk to the military 
police and Iraqi police to see where 
the accused man is and if he is being 
put on trial.”

Youssef and Weightman left the 
meeting looking forward to working 
with each other soon, both Youssef 
and Weightman said. 

Hope and cooperation fueled the 
process of healing in 1st Bn., 2nd 
Inf., Regt., area of operations.

“There is an old saying, that we 
may not accomplish all we set out to 
do, but if we work together and hold 

Youssef said. 
“I have to agree, when things get 

bad it’s hope and faith that carries me 
and my people through those tough 
times. 

“Added to our hope and faith is 
that of the American people and their 

stabilize and secure our country.”

Sheik Fadil Youssef, Sons of Iraq contract holder and sheik for Jurf as Sahker, speaks to Capt. 
Brian Weightman, commander B Company, 1st Battalion, 2nd Regiment, 172nd Infantry Brigade, at 
Youssef’s home in Jurf as Sahkr Feb. 21. Weightman, located at Patrol Base Hamiya near Youssef’s 
house, said the people of Jurf as Sahkr seek out Youssef for help and advice daily.

Sheik works to improve community
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by CONNIE SUMMERS

by RONALD H. TOLAND Jr.

 

Ansbach sophomore wins DoDEA Europe 
writing competition, money for college

Military Saves program educates 
Story and photo by 

RONALD H. TOLAND Jr.

Staff Sgt. Mark Hatcher and Spc. Steve Jenkins prepare to drop their saving pledge cards into the 
saver box with a little help from Anja Peter, Community Bank representative, and Karen Bonheim, 
Military Saves Coordinator, at Katterbach ACS during Military Saves Week.

I made many references to my dad 
and what he did, and the history of 

America—how it prospered, how veterans 
helped and how major wars made us an 

independent nation. 
Figueroa

a Soldier must have:

• 

Support comes full circle through Army Emergency Relief

http://www.aerhq.org/
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Bucky Covington, American 
country music singer, holds 

the microphone out to the 
audience to sing along to 

one of his songs. Covington, 

season of the television 
show “American Idol,” came 

to USAG Schweinfurt Feb. 21 
to perform a country music 

concert at the Finney Fitness 
Center. His tour with United 

Service Organization took 
him to Kosovo; Netherlands; 

and Stuttgart, Kaiserslautern, 
and Landstuhl Regional 

Medical Center in Germany.

Story and photo by 
SANDRA WILSON

Bavarian News

Schweinfurt Middle School band 
students got a special treat Feb. 20 with 
a visit from the United States Air Force 
in Europe clarinet quartet.

“We prefer to do band students 
because they understand more what 
we do. They are the ones who would 
appreciate us the most,” said Staff Sgt. 
Becky Schartz, part of the quartet.

Their whirlwind tour will take them 
to nearly 60 Department of Defense 
Dependent Schools throughout 
February and March playing a variety 
of classical, ragtime, dixieland, 
popular, and light jazz pieces.

“(The students) need more of this 
stuff to motivate them to practice,” said 
Joel Helston, music teacher at both the 
elementary school and SMS.

“Here, four people come in and 
say the exact same things I’ve been 
telling them,” he said, explaining how 
the quartet reiterated to the students 
the need to practice musical scales in 
order to improve.

“If you know your scales, you 
will have won half the battle with 

Tucker.
The  quar te t  on ly  had  f ive 

rehearsals to prepare for the show, 
but anyone could have said they played 
masterfully. Even so, they emphasized 
the importance of practicing in order 
to get to that point.

Story and photo by 
SANDRA WILSON

Bavarian News

Who do you call when customer service is 
bad?

ICE: Interactive Customer Evaluation, 
available for almost any department on the 
military installation, is available online for 
customers to give feedback about service.

“Without having surveys, comment cards, you 
don’t know if you’re doing 
the right thing,” said Waldy 
Schill-Rueckert, Bradley Inn 
manager.

According to Tim Tanis, 
strategic planner for the 
garrison, the Bradley Inn on 
Conn Barracks has the one of 
the highest response rates for 
customer comments.

“We’re more proactive 
in soliciting comments from 
customers,” said John Jourdan, 
front desk supervisor at the inn, 
explaining one of the reasons 
why that is so. Surveys are 
available in individual rooms 
and at the reception.

Because of the comment cards, the Bradley Inn 
has accommodated with many improvements. 

One of the most recent additions was the 
outside safe which allows for patrons to check in 
and get the key to their room when the reception 
is closed.

by SANDRA WILSON
Bavarian News

The Schweinfurt Elementary 
School Parent-Teacher Association  
can sometimes play a hidden role in 
the school setting, but some may be 
surprised at how deeply involved it is 
in fundraising and putting on events 
for the families in the community.

“The idea behind PTA is to have 
the involvement between the school 
and the community … in support of 
the kids,” said Robert Voce, SES PTA 
treasurer as well as the educational 
technologist at the school.

The SES PTA sponsors school-
wide events like the “Read Across 
America.”  Other typical events with 
PTA backing are the spelling bee, 
science fair, and the Wilbur awards.

“As a parent with a child here, 
you’re not aware of what the PTA is 
behind,” said Rebecca Pelkey, SES 

Online survey initiates action, seeks to 
improve installation, customer services 

at the Bradley Inn reception desk while Justin Miller, a front desk employee waits 
to receive it. Getting feedback from customers helps all establishments on the 
installation better their services to their patrons.

“Most of the time you can correct (problems) 
through some kind of action,” Schill-Rueckert 
said.

The sooner issues are brought to the attention 
of management, the quicker the resolution. But 
it’s up to the customers to say something.

“One very important thing is that the customer 
sees the changes,” she said, explaining that 
customers who see results are much more likely 
to recommend the facility in the future.

The Bradley Inn is only one of the numerous 
establishments that could 
benefit  and better their 
services to customers through 
the ICE survey online at 
http://ice.disa.mil/index.
cfm?fa=site&site_id=138. 

The ICE link can also 

Schweinfurt Home page at 
www.schweinfurt.army.mil.

“The perception often 
is that … when you put 
in a comment there’s a 
record or trail,” Tanis said, 
explaining that, in fact, the 
surveys remain completely 
anonymous when it comes to 
expressing dissatisfaction.

The survey does ask for contact information, 
but that is optional, he said, and only needed if the 
customer expects a response about the issue.

“What they can expect is that the comment 
will be investigated,” Tanis said, and if the issue 

Members of the United States Air Force in Europe clarinet quartet 
play a classical music piece for the Schweinfurt Middle School 
band students Feb. 20. 

Quartet inspires students
“After the lesson, don’t go home 

and watch TV— practice what he just 
told you,” said Senior Airman Denise 
Cardona-Santos.

The quartet played 45 minutes 
of classical music, most tunes 
recognizable by the students, and then 

“Start out by at least practicing in 
15-minute segments— a little bit every 
day— and play it slowly,” Tucker 
said, when a student asked how they 
could “get as good” as them on the 
instrument.

Each musician in the quartet shared 

they were young and what encouraged 
them to stick with it.

Now, as active duty military, they 
are “expected to be prepared,” Tucker 
said. Travel takes them all over Europe 
to perform for various audiences. 
Some active duty military musicians 
even deploy to provide “a touch of 
home” to servicemembers that are 
away from their loved ones.

The quartet’s visit to the SMS band 
students accomplished Helston’s task 
of encouraging the students to aspire 
to higher heights in their instrument. 
Building music appreciation and 
pleasure in playing, or “music culture,” 
is something, Helston said, that is 
helped along by professionals such as 
the clarinet quartet. 

“There’s the potential here— it 
just needs to be tapped,” he said, 
and hosting visits from professional 

Rock 
on 
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PTA president.
The organization not only sponsors 

events but also aims to fundraise to help 
out with supplies in the classrooms and 
cover costs of school activities.

“Everything we have here in 
fundraisers all turns around and goes 
back to the school or to the students 
through events that we provide,” 
Pelkey said.

The individual and class photos 
serve as one of the most substantial 
fundraisers, Voce said.

A percentage of the photographer 
cost is returned to the PTA to channel 
into other activities and events.

The elementary school has also 
reserved a place for the PTA store 
which sells logo and mascot items on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:45 
to 11 a.m.

Because of the long list of tasks 
that it undertakes, the PTA is always 

recruiting volunteers.
Box Tops for Education are 

collected, Scholastic book orders for 
the school are made monthly, and 

nights are also in the line-up.
“We can’t do it without the bodies 

there to help us. The PTA is open to 
everyone, not just those with children 
here at the school. It’s open to those 
also that don’t have children that just 
want to get involved and be a part of 
the school,” Pelkey said.

The SES PTA meetings are held the 

school starting at 2:30 p.m. 
Attending meetings is a prime way 

to get started volunteering.
“I’ve enjoyed being a part of PTA. 

It’s a worthwhile organization, and 
they do good not just for the kids but 
for the whole community,” Voce said. 
For mroe

PTA provides essential support

  What 
(customers) 

can expect is 
that the (ICE) 

comment will be 
investigated. 

Tim Tanis
USAG Schweinfurt Strategic Planner
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The Schweinfurt Elementary 
School Parent-Teacher Association  
can sometimes play a hidden role in 
the school setting, but some may be 
surprised at how deeply involved it is 
in fundraising and putting on events 
for the families in the community.

“The idea behind PTA is to have 
the involvement between the school 
and the community … in support of 
the kids,” said Robert Voce, SES PTA 
treasurer as well as the educational 
technologist at the school.

The SES PTA sponsors school-
wide events like the “Read Across 
America.”  Other typical events with 
PTA backing are the spelling bee, 
science fair, and the Wilbur awards.

“As a parent with a child here, 
you’re not aware of what the PTA is 
behind,” said Rebecca Pelkey, SES 

PTA president.
The organization not only sponsors 

events but also aims to fundraise to help 
out with supplies in the classrooms and 
cover costs of school activities.

“Everything we have here in 
fundraisers all turns around and goes 
back to the school or to the students 
through events that we provide,” 
Pelkey said.

The individual and class photos 
serve as one of the most substantial 
fundraisers, Voce said.

A percentage of the photographer 
cost is returned to the PTA to channel 
into other activities and events.

The elementary school has also 
reserved a place for the PTA store 
which sells logo and mascot items on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:45 
to 11 a.m.

Because of the long list of tasks 
that it undertakes, the PTA is always 

recruiting volunteers.
Box Tops for Education are 

collected, Scholastic book orders for 
the school are made monthly, and 

nights are also in the line-up.
“We can’t do it without the bodies 

there to help us. The PTA is open to 
everyone, not just those with children 
here at the school. It’s open to those 
also that don’t have children that just 
want to get involved and be a part of 
the school,” Pelkey said.

The SES PTA meetings are held the 

school starting at 2:30 p.m. 
Attending meetings is a prime way 

to get started volunteering.
“I’ve enjoyed being a part of PTA. 

It’s a worthwhile organization, and 
they do good not just for the kids 
but for the whole community,” Voce 
said.

PTA provides essential support
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by SANDRA WILSON
Bavarian News

When it comes to hometown support for 
deployed Soldiers and their families, Weston, 

to mind.
But truly, it should be, as one man has made 

it his mission to get involved in military support 
while encouraging his hometown to jump on 
board as well.

In a phone interview from the states, Gil 

the 2nd Bridage Combat Team “Dagger” and 
now the 172nd Infantry Brigade (Separate) 
“Blackhawks,” explained the pivotal moment that 

serve.”
“I was a direct witness to the attacks in New 

tower when I saw the second plane come in right 
above me and literally blow through the second 
tower,” Sanborn said.

“It really was a life-changing event for me  
... I took both the attack personally, and I took 
the rescue personally and felt that I needed 
to step back and look at my life and what the 
implications were.”

Story and photo by  
MARK HEETER 

Schweinfurt CI Chief 

A special visitor carried a special message 
from Washington to Schweinfurt Feb. 19.  

Opportunity and Diversity Management for the 
National Institutes of Health, offered managers 
and supervisors in the USAG Schweinfurt a 
lesson in leadership.

a function of leadership,” Self said to the 
assembled leaders of the garrison.

“If the leaders aren’t involved, if they are not 

nothing.”
Self, who worked with the Army for 14 

years earlier in his career, made clear that the 
responsibility for creating positive and effective 

shoulders.
“It has to work from the top down. It’s not 

one of those programs that can work from the 
bottom up,” he said.

“If the employee feels that they can trust their 

and that manager will take care of them, they love 
coming to work,” said Bennie Howse, USAG 

Story and photo by  
EMILY ATHENS

Bavarian News

Reiterswiesen Shutzenhaus boasts 

trophies, and typical Bavarian style 
plates embellish the walls of the two 
rooms.

Follow the sounds of gunshots and 

walls decorated with targets, and the 
smell of gunpowder.

It is an ideal place for anyone 
looking to hone their shooting skills 
or just enjoy a day of sport shooting, 
and members of the Schweinfurt 
community did just that.  

Whether for the competition, 
camaraderie, or just for fun, military 
police, health clinic staff, and other 
Soldiers took a trip Feb. 25 to the 
Reiterswiesen Shutzenhaus in Bad 
Kissingen to partake in a daylong 
shooting competition. 

“This is a partnership event to 
formulate and strengthen bonds and 
friendships between the Soldiers, the 
community, and the Reiterswiesen 
S h u t z e n h a u s , ”  s a i d  1 s t  S g t . 

Garrison Schweinfurt.
The staff of the shooting club 

welcomed nine members of the 
community with smiles, coffee, and 
breakfast.

Community members bolster bonds
with bullets at shooting competition 

Members of the Schweinfurt community aim their weapons at the targets while others wait their turn 
during a shooting competition in Bad Kissingen.

Schweinfurt visitor explains secret to EEO success

Lawrence Self browses books the 
Ledward Library had on display for Black 
History Month during his visit Feb. 19.

That experience fueled his desire to give back 
in appreciation, starting with the rescue workers 
of Sept. 11.

When American Soldiers began to deploy to 

Soldier and sent numerous packages with no 
response from the receiver.

brother deploying with a platoon. Sanborn began 
sending packages that way.

“It was such an enjoyable experience, and 
really what I wanted to do was to develop a 
personal connection with military personnel who 
were deployed rather than just writing checks to 
an organization,” Sanborn said, explaining the 
relationship formed with this second “adopted” 
Soldier.

Through the connection with this second 
Soldier, he was referred to the Dagger Brigade in 
Schweinfurt, whose leadership helped Sanborn, 

his family, and the community of Weston to 
develop a plan of support for the brigade.

“It’s really amazing the efforts that one group, 
one hometown, one organization can make,” said 
Capt. Joshua Buchanan, commander of Company 
D, 1st Battalion, 2nd Infantry Regiment.

The Weston soccer club did a soccer ball drive 
and collected nearly 150 balls to send to deployed 
platoons for distribution.

The senior citizens made cooling scarves 
for the deployed Soldiers to use during the hot 

“The Kiwanis club really is the main sponsor 
of the community support,” Sanborn said 
explaining how they set up call-ins so that the 
community could hear directly from Soldiers 
in the war and family members, with their 
challenges living overseas.

Sanborn and his community continued their 
mission of support by hosting holiday parties in 
Schweinfurt for family readiness groups and also 

by making it possible for the Soldiers to celebrate 

When the Dagger Brigade redeployed, 
a winter festival was put on for the entire 
community sponsored by Sanborn and his home 
town.

In addition, airline mileage and money was 
donated for Dagger families and wounded 
Soldiers in the states to reunite with the brigade in 
Schweinfurt and attend a memorial ceremony.

Support continues to the Blackhawk Brigade 
in similar ways and in new ways with things 
like the storytellers concert which took place at 

 “We have all this huge support network 
that we’re tied into in America. That means 
a tremendous amount to the families here in 
Germany,” Buchanan said.

“Gil gives us a lot of support … It really 
makes our job easier as the rear detachment, 
because it’s not just us supporting them.”

To Sanborn, the opportunity to give back is 
pure enjoyment.

“Never having served in the military, and 

to somehow make some small compensation for 
that,” he said. “It gives me great pleasure. For 
me, it’s a hobby.”

Never having served in the military, and regretting it as 

small compensation for that. It gives me great pleasure.
Gil Sanborn, Military Supporter

Conneticut man, town adopts Schweinfurt Soldiers, families

deal with employees fairly is nothing new to 
the government service or the Army, according 
to Self.

back in the 70s. And the Army has been in the 
forefront in this process. They truly, truly have. 
There’s no doubt about that,” he said.

“At one time, that was the thought process,” 

concerns of women and minorities. “Then it 
becomes almost a cultural thing.”

Managing and leading within the parameters 

called a “soft skill.”
“We have to continue to keep this in front 

of (leaders). This is one of those soft skills. But 

Howse, who has known Self for more than 
20 years and was instrumental in bringing the 
guest to Schweinfurt, noted a few critical points 
for leaders to follow. 

“Treating everybody fairly is key. Being 
consistent in decision making is crucial— 

one of those non-merit principles,” such as race, 
ethnicity or gender, he said.

After a briefing of how the 
competition would be conducted, the 
group divided into two teams as they 

The competi t ion comprised 

of a 25 meter free standing M9 
pistol shooting, a sports pistol target 
shooting, and a free standing machine 
pistol shooting.

Gunners were scored on their best 

ten shots from each event. Awards 
were presented to the winning team.

“It’s a new experience so I’m 
excited for the chance to do something 
fun and different.

“It’s fellowship with the German 
community and a good way to get out 
and enjoy a different culture,” said 
Spc. Jessica Simpson, lab technician 
at the health clinic, noting that this 

looked forward to shooting different 
weapons. 

“This is a big event … we’re 
real proud to be here. It’s important 
because we’re making cohesion with 
our partners and the German (police),” 
said Sgt. Jose Aviles of 1st Battalion 
77th Field Artillery.

Arno Rooler, director of the 
Schutzenhaus, and Roland Sturmer 
who helped coordinate the event, 
expressed their excitement about the 
community involvement and hope to 
continue the partnership and further 
the bond. 

“We’ve had Soldiers here before, but 
not during  Aschermittwochschiessen,” 
s a i d  R o o l e r ,  n o t i n g  t h a t 
“Aschermittwochschiessen” is a 
shooting event on Ash Wednesday, 
an exciting occassion for the club 
that is soon to celebrate its 100th 
anniversary.
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by KRISTIN BRADLEY
Bavarian News

After competing against the 14 top 
teams in the country, the Hohenfels 
High School all-female rifle team 

Championship Feb. 13-14 in Camp 
Perry, Ohio.

“We’re the first athletic team 
from Hohenfels to go to a stateside 
competition, and not only did we do 
well, we brought home some bacon,” 
said coach 1st Sgt. (Ret.) Bruce 
Andrews.

Second-year-shooter Jessica 
Walloch, whose scores both days 

shooters.
Her three teammates, Katelyn 

Bronell, Emily Adams, and Sarah 
Adams, all ranked within the top 30 
competitors.

titles and four European Championship 
titles under their belt, the team said 

“We were confident going in,” 
said Bronell. “We don’t crack under 
pressure. We got through it with each 
other.”

“The kids asked me before we got 
there how we would do. I told them if 
we shoot up to our capability we can 

on the podium,” said Andrews, who 
explained that because of the high 

teams won a spot on the podium, a 
trophy, and medals for each student.

“For a little school, we do well,” 
said Andrews.

“No,” interrupted Bronell, “we do 
awesome, not well.”

Though Hohenfels is consistently 

their spot at the competition this 
year was uncertain after Patch, who 

Hohenfels by two out of 1,500 points 
in the European Championship, and 
earned the Department of Defense 

Championship.

for the championship, Hohenfels 
petitioned to attend in place of another 

Command.
They were granted the petition,  

and with support from Hohenfels 
Community and Spouses Club, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 10557, 
Hohenfels Booker T. Washington 
Lodge, and Mayer’s Deutsche Kantine, 

points of the possible 4,800.
“It hit me today that we beat out 

teams that shoot all year,” said Emily 
Adams.

Hohenfels, who compete in just 
six matches throughout their season, 

beat teams that had already entered 

time they made it to Camp Perry, said 
Andrews.

by May (at the end of one season) has 
had as much competition experience 

he said.
All four girls, of which not one 

has more than three years of rifle 
experience, agreed that it is their 

teamwork and concentration that 
allowed them to do so well.

“We’re like sisters. We know each 
other without thinking about it,” said 

the time. I could see some of the other 
teams were too stressed out. Once 
we’re off the range we’re back to our 

badly, your team still has your back. 
It helps knowing they are behind 
you,” said Emily Adams, adding that 
if someone sees her teammate getting 
too stressed out, they know how to 
snap her out of it.

Andrews said part of their success 
comes from practicing how to not 

to let their subconscious go where it 
wants to go. He said he also teaches 
the girls not to focus on their score, but 
on getting the best possible shot they 
can each time.

“I used to write down scores at 

three years,” he said.

said Emily Adams, “we’re just thinking 
about the next target. Each one is its 
own mini-match.”

Still, it certainly is not that the team 
takes competition lightly.

“It takes dedication. When you 
come to practice, school, friends, 

said Sarah Adams.

on the back burner.
The girls joked with Andrews for 

making them sit in “study hall” at their 
hotel all day Wednesday before the 
match Friday.

“They are all on the honor roll, 
and we like to keep them there,” said 
Andrews.

the school year, the team said they are 
already looking forward to next year’s 
competition.

“We’ll get ‘em good next year,” 

Hohenfels students earn national ranking, 
make school history at JROTC competition

From left to right: Emily Adams, Sarah Adams, Katelyn Bronell, and Jessica Walloch shoot in kneeling 
Photo by 1st Sgt. (Ret.) Bruce Andrews

Bring it on
Cheer competition takes 

squads to new heights
Cheer squads from all over Europe compete in the 2009 
European Cheerleading Championships, sponsored by 
the Department of Defense Dependents Schools-Europe, 

herkies, stunts and cheers. 

Photos by Kelli Bland
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‘Yes we can’ attitude brings honors, 
awards to History Day competitors

by Sgt. Maj. LISA HUNTER

 
Since taking on his position as 

the U.S. Army Europe command 
sergeant major, one burning question 
Command Sgt. Major Ralph Beam 
says he has been asking himself is 
how he can best communicate with 
USAREUR Soldiers.

He said the answer came from his 
nieces and nephews. “My nieces and 
nephews are all online. They all want 
me to check out their MySpace and 
Facebook pages,” Beam explained.

“I realized that most of our younger 
Soldiers are getting their news and 
information online,” he said. “They 
are communicating the same way. So, 
if I want to communicate with them, I 
need to be online, too.”

Beam decided to  make his 
cyberspace debut with a blog on the 
USAREUR Web site.

He chose a blog because he said he 
wants to receive feedback and answer 
questions, as well as share information 
with USAREUR Soldiers, Family 
members, and civilian employees.

His blog gives him a conduit to do 

that without all the barriers involved in 
traditional means of communication.

When the Command Sergeant 
Major Blog went online Feb. 26, 

to lay out the ground rules for the 
forum.

“I plan to answer or get the answer 
to any question you have that’s within 
my purview. Also, I’m going to post 
your comments, both positive and 

“But, this blog is not a substitute for 
your chain of command.”

The sergeant major said his blog 
will remain professional, and will not 
publish personal attacks or anything 
that violates operations security. 
Everything else is fair game, he said.

“I’m expecting to get some routine 
questions and some tough questions, 
too,” he said.

“That’s Okay. I’m a very informal 
person. I will tell them what I think 
right should look like. It’s as simple 
as that.”

So far, the USAREUR senior 

ranging from GPS addresses for 
USAREUR installations, to the 

smoking policy for government 
buildings, to authorized uniform 
headgear.

While he has responded to all of 
them, Beam said he doesn’t claim to 
have all the answers, and relies on the 
“smart people around him” to get the 
right answers as soon as possible.

Beam added that because he 
realizes Soldiers today want to read 
something that’s new and different 
-- not the “same old, same old” -- he 
will host a “guest blogger” from time 
to time.

Guest bloggers he has lined up 
thus far include the USAREUR 
Commanding General, Gen. Carter 
Ham, and Installation Management 
Command-Europe senior enlisted 
advisor Command Sgt. Maj. Tracey 
Anbiya.

Beam’s Web page and blog can 
be found at www.hqusareur.army.
mil/institution/Leaders/CSM/default.
htm. 

Cyber-surfers can submit questions 
or comments at that page by clicking 
the “Ask the CSM” button, or by 
sending an e-mail to askthecsm@
eur.army.mil.

Command Sgt. Major Beam makes his cyberspace debut Feb. 26, 
reaching out to Soldiers and answering questions in his blog. 

USAREUR CSM reaches out, opens 
cyber portal for questions, concerns

continued from Page 1

companies’ designations. Cobra King went into 
battle with tankers from Company C, 37th Tank 
Battalion.

One longt ime U.S.  Army Garr ison 
Grafenwoehr civilian employee said the tank 
has been in place at Rose Barracks for at least 
10 years.

Sgt. Brian Stigall of the 5th Battalion, 7th 
Air Defense Artillery said he drove past the tank 
many times while training on Rose Barracks, 
but normally paid little attention to it. But after 
Stigall attended a historical reenactment of the 
Battle of the Bulge, the Jumbo by the base’s back 
gate suddenly stood out in his mind.
The road to discovery

A historical marker outside a still-standing 
bunker on the outskirts of Bastogne displays 
images of Cobra King that reminded the air 
defense artilleryman of the tank in Vilseck.

After a tour of duty at Fort Bliss, Texas, 
Stigall said  he returned to Germany and began a 
mission to track down the vehicle’s history.

He started his quest with Steven Ruhnke, 
the 1st Armored Division museum curator in 
Baumholder, Germany, who introduced him 
to U.S. Army Europe staff curator Gabriele E. 
Torony.

Torony knew just who to enlist to get to 
the bottom of Cobra King’s identity -- Charles 
Lemons, curator for the Patton Museum at Fort 
Knox, Ky. Lemons is considered the Army’s top 
authority on tanks, she said.

Lemons’ research and expertise shed more 

light on the background of the Army’s Shermans 
and unveiled details that suggested the tank in 
Vilseck might indeed be Cobra King.
Identifying the King

Cobra King is one of only 254 M4A3E2 
Jumbos built by the Fisher Tank Arsenal, starting 

Jumbos carried a 75mm main gun, two 50-caliber 
and one 30-caliber machine guns. Cobra King 
was later upgraded to 76mm in 1945, according 

by 3rd Army commander Gen. George S. Patton 
to make Cobra King a more effective anti-tank 
weapon, Lemons said.

“The tank was simply ‘up-gunned’ -- a simple 
process that was done at the order of Gen. Patton 
in March to April 1945,” Lemons wrote in an 
e-mail to USAREUR historians.

Stigall said Baltimore historian Joe DeMarco 
pointed out several more clues that helped the 
sergeant identify the tank: mismatched road 
wheels, reversed return and tension rollers.

DeMarco’s records also show the vehicle’s 
location from the end of World War II to today. 
Ruhnke said it was part of the 1st Armored 
Division’s historic vehicle collection through 
the 1980s and was transferred to the 3rd Infantry 
Division museum in 1989.
Strong evidence

The historians also provided the strongest 
evidence of the tank’s identity – information on 
its serial and registration numbers.

“Records show the tank in question had 
a registration number of 3083081 and Cobra 
King’s number (is) 3083084, as seen in the 

famous photo from Bastogne,” Stigall said.
Torony said the current number was incorrectly 

painted on the tank’s turret during periodic 
maintenance.

DeMarco’s records pointed out several 
additional keys to the tank’s identification, 
Stigall said.
Digging deeper

Torony and her husband traveled to Rose 
Barracks in late September to scrape corrosion 
off the tank’s tow hooks to reveal its serial 
numbers, which she photographed and sent to 
Lemons at the Patton Museum.

“I had my doubts that this was the tank; 
however, when Charles Lemons confirmed 
the serial numbers that we had scraped on the 
tow hooks, I knew then this was the authentic 
tank.”

Tank turrets and hulls have unique serial 
numbers welded onto them, Lemons said.

Stigall and Ruhnke went to Vilseck to dig 
deeper, comparing the numbers on the tank’s 
road wheels, hull, and turret with numbers in 
their records.

“If you look at the photographs you will see 
the mold number is visible on the left side of 
the turret on Cobra King,” he said. “That same 
number is visible on the M4A3E2 at Vilseck. 
The mold numbers are most certainly unique 

Sherman Jumbo tanks I have seen.”
“There was a lot of little stuff for us to look 

for,” Stigall said. “We got a perfect match.”
With the facts all pointing to Cobra King, 

tank’s identity and lineage Dec. 24, 2008.

by Department of the Army museum curators as 

Torony said, and is expected to go on display 
at the National Museum of the U.S. Army, 
scheduled to open in 2013 near Washington, 
D.C.

I can imagine being available for inclusion in 
the planned World War II gallery for NMUSA,” 
Kenneth Christmas-Smith, the museum’s chief 
design curator, told Torony.

“The incredible provenance of this tank 
certainly would supersede using one that had 
been selected previously.”

“This tank needs to be protected and restored,” 
Torony said. “The most suitable place for this 
historical tank is inside … (the NMUSA) … 
where the tank will be viewed by our veterans 
and their children for generations to come.”

While Torony said Cobra King can’t be 
restored to operational status because of its aged 
condition and Army museum regulations that 
prevent old parts from being replaced, Stigall 
said he feels the tank should be displayed where 
USAREUR Soldiers can learn more about their 
heritage and World War II, before it goes to 
Washington.

“This is a very rare piece of our military 
history. She and her crews fought through one 
of the biggest battles of World War II and then 

“Our past is so often forgotten, and having a piece 
of our history that people can stand next to and 
touch is a great way to connect to the past.”
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performed in Germany.
Traditionally the 

program has been 
conducted at Fort 
Lewis, Wash.

I t  w a s  l a s t 
completed there for 
2SCR in 2005.

T h e  S t r y k e r 
vehicles, during 
repair at Vilseck’s 
Rose  Barracks , 
undergo a thorough 
cleaning and initial 
inspection and road tests.

vehicles undergo upgrades to the 
communication systems, armor, and 
other technologies.

They are then put back together, 

inspection.
The RESET is a four-month process 

for the entire Stryker 
fleet, lasting from 
February though 
May of this year.

When completed, 
these vehicles will 
return to their units 
and are ready for 
platoons and squads 
to begin training 
with them.

W h i l e  t h e 
RESET is  most 

recognized for refurbishing Stryker 
vehicles, approximately 38,000 pieces 

This also includes weapons, night 
vision devices, and more.
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“Women’s Liberation Movement” 
during the 1970s.

These students emerged from a 
group of 25 individuals who originally 
entered the competition at NMS.

Dr. Elizabeth Childs, the principal 
of the new school, is “very proud 
of the accomplishments of these 

NHD students to win honors for the 
Netzaberg Knights.”

Joe Amabile, NHD sponsor, is 
proud of these NMS students as 
he watched them dedicate hours of 
thought, time, and effort on their 
respective projects. “Mr. A,” as the 
students call him, said, “The students 
had the ‘Yes! We can’ attitude and 
proved it!”

This year’s national theme is 
“An Individual in History: Actions 
and Legacies.” The national NHD 
competition will attract over 500,000 

students and 40,000 teachers. The 

University of Maryland at College 
Park, Md.

The 35-year-old history competition 
evolved from a simple one-day 
competition to a yearlong nationwide 
competition that builds research and 
critical thinking skills for students 
while bringing real-life meaning to 
history in the classroom.

President Obama wants America to 
regain its leadership role in producing 
top-performing students, and the 
skills they develop during the NHD 
competition help them achieve that 
goal.

M i k e  T h o m p s o n ,  d i s t r i c t 
superintendent, coordinated the 
Bavarian NHD competition with six 
district schools.

towards the DoDDS European NHD 
competition to be held in Wiesbaden 

next month.
The DoDDS European winners 

can potentially advance to the June 
National Competition at College Park 
held in conjunction with The History 
Channel.

NHD competitors from across the 
nation gather for a convention-like 
event that crowns first and second 
place winners in seven educational 
categories.

As this competition ends, students 
and teachers will already be setting 
their sights on the 2010 theme, 
Innovation in History: Expression, 
Ingenuity, Enterprise.

DoDDS Bavarian District is 
committed to growing the NHD 
competition, and notes that it aligns 
with curriculum standards across all 
learning disciplines by developing 
critical thinking skills for students 
that will not only help them succeed in 
college, but in their future lives.

   Now that 
we’re back from 
Iraq, this is our 

priority.
Maj. Jon Pendell

2SCR PAO

‘ ‘

RESET marks 2SCR 
transition to training




