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Welcome to USAG Grafenwohr
Legal Briefing
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Important Legal Topics

Legal Assistance
Powers of Attorneys, Wills, Insurance

Family Law Issues (Marriage, Separation, Divorce,
Child Support, etc.)

Service Members Civil Relief Act (SCRA)
Cell Phone and Consumer Contracts
Economic, Civil, and Military Administrative

Pre- and Post- Deployment Processing
Tax Assistance
Claims and Personal Property Assistance


http://www.bayonet.net/clip_art/images/jag_corps.gif

Important Legal Topics:

General Legal Assistance

Taking care of personal legal affairs is extremely important upon returning home.

Powers of Attorney (POA)
All POAs should have expiration dates.
Revocation of a Power of Attorney
Best obtaining the original and destroying it.

If unable to obtain the original Power of Attorney, you may want to provide your creditors,
bank, or business institutions with a Power of Attorney Revocation.

Wills

For persons with a Will, the document should be reviewed for continued validity.
Important for those with children for appointment of a guardian!

Insurance
Insurance should be evaluated for all coverage: residential, auto, and life. Driver’s

license and car tag(s).
Make sure your SGLI is reviewed and property designated.
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Important Legal Topics:

General Legal Assistance

Service Members Civil Relief Act (SCRA) gives you
important benefits:

6% interest rate on loans incurred before military
service

Temporary stay of court proceedings

If you have a court proceeding (other than a criminal case) and you
cannot attend because of deployment or other military obligation, it
can be delayed for at least go days .

You must write a letter and your CO must also write a letter saying
that your military obligation prevents you from attending.

You must inform the court before the court date though, otherwise
you will have to reopen the case later, and it can be very difficult.

Le%al proceedings deferred for military separation must be
addressed whenyour delay ends.
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General Considerations

Consider whether you need a will?

Powers of Attorney: GPOA are not accepted in most
places. Consider making SPOAs as needed!

Ensure your SGLI and Death Gratuity reflect your
wishes and are coordinated with your will.

Always update your documents when changes occur
(e.g., marriage, divorce, new children, lottery, etc.)

Understand Army Family Support Policy (AR 608-99)!
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Important Legal Topics:

Mobile Phone ("Handy”) issues in FRG

If you take a cell phone downrange, you will have
international roaming

German Companies are not subject to SCRA!
Automatic Renewal Clauses

Early Termination Fees

Most to not have “deployment clauses”
Must understand contract before signing
Legal Assistance can help with translation

Most U.S. companies will allow you to suspend your

plan while deployed; not always the case with
German providers

Make sure you have this in writing before you deploy
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German Law applies!

Service members Civil Relief Act
Not Applicable to German
Contracts.

Generally: No “Cooling off”
period; once you sign —you are
bound! (written or oral).

Contracts must be canceled in
writing at a specific point prior
to its end. Generally, contracts
do not automatically expire! If
you fail to cancel in writing then
you are bound to another term!
Keep the confirmation of the
cancellation.
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Contracts Continued ...

Military termination clause or “early cancellation” does NOT
automatically apply if you deploy, PCS or ETS! Need to ask
service provider for this special provision for your protection.

Some companies work with US collecting agencies.
Come to the Law Center before signing any contract you don't

completely understand (cell phone, land line, cable, automobile
etc...)
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Criminal and Civil

Considerations

All Service Members are subject to the UCMJ
24/7 in every geographic location.

While Family members are not subject to the UCMJ,
they could lose their Command Sponsorship for a
variety of bad behaviors.

Service Members and their Families are also
subject to the Host Nations Laws!

They may be prosecuted by a German Court — and, if
applicable, go to German Jail.
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Driving In Germany

Good Samaritan Law
Hidden cameras

Ticket comes to CMR or to
your Unit!

If you agree to the ticket,
pay it!!! If you don't, come
see us within 14 days of

receipt of the ticket.

10
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Snow Tires and
presumption of liability.
Zero Tolerance for Drinking
and Driving!

Probable Cause not

necessary for stop.

DO NOT RESIST ARREST!!
(This is not the US!)
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Tax Assistance Program

Vilseck &Graf Tax Offices open Feb — June each year!
Free Services!

Combat zone income tax exemptions:
Enlisted: all base pay tax free while in combat zone;

Officers: base pay untaxed up to amount earned by the
Sergeant Major of the Army.

Extension for Deployment
No deadline for filing a tax return

If you owe taxes, extensions are as follows:
Automatic 180 day extension from time return from combat zone

Also, add on every day deployed between January 1 and April 15
(the tax season)

12
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Important Legal Topics:

"FRV” and Property Claims

FULL REPLACEMENTVALUE PROGRAM

NOTICE OF LOSS OR DAMAGE AT DELIVERY
AND AFTER DELIVERY

DD FORM 1840/1840R

VEHICLE INSPECTION AND SHIPPING FORM
(VISF)

The FRV allows you to fully recoverif you . ..
Remember to "WRITE IT DOWN"!
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Notification Of Loss or Damage

at Delivery and After Delivery

DOD DEFENSE PERSONAL PROPERTY PROGRAM
NOTIFICATION OF LOSS OR DAMAGE AFTER DELIVERY
(This is not a Claim)

INSTRUCTIONS TO The CUSTOMER (OR THEIR DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE): You have up to 75 days to inspect
your property, note all loss and damage not discovered and reported at the time of delivery and provide notice to the
Transportation Service Provider (TSP). If notice is not timely sent, you may lose any potential recovery of your damages
from either the Government or the TSP. Notice should be given electronically (on-iine) to the TSP pursuant to instructions
in Section A, below. However, if you are unable to file on-line you may give notice by usmg this document following the
instructions in Section B, below. NOT! ng the P of S or da n ing as fili 1

For information on filing a2 claim against lhe TSP read Section C, below. If you have quesbons about this document, comacl
the TSP listed on the reverse of this document.

SEC N A — NOTIFICATION

To notify the TSP of loss or damage noted after delivery, use the Department of Defense (DOD) Defense Personal Property
System (DPS). Use of this system is the most efficient means to provide required notice. Any computer with intemet
capabilities may access this system at hitps.//eta sddc army mil/portalietaPortal asp?app=DPS&bhcp=1. Instructions for
using the DPS will be provided at the web address. If you havs problems accessing a computer, contact your immediate
supervisor or local installation legal office for assistance. Remember, you must notify your TSP in DPS by midnight of the
75th day following delivery. If you have provided notice in DPS you DO NOT need to compiete Section B, below.

SECTI ~ WRI N ATION

The best way to provide notice of loss or damage to the TSP is through the DPS as noted above. However, if you are
unable to provide nolice on-line you may fill out this section and send it to the TSP noted on the reverse. This document
must be mailed (postmarked) or faxed to the TSP by midnight of the 75th day following delivery. Keep a copy of this
document and proof that it was sent to the TSP for your records. If more than one page is needed, please include your
name, PPBOL No. and number of pages on each supplemental page used. USE ONLY BALLPOINT PEN OR
TYPEWRITER.

NOTICE TO TSP: You are hereby notified the customer (or their designated representative) intends to present a
claim for the loss and/or damage as noted on the NOTIFICATION OF LOSS AND/OR DAMAGE AT DELIVERY and
this document. You are hereby extended the opportunity to inspect the property.

ration Regulation  Part IV

DOD DEFENSE PERSONAL PROPERTY PROGRAM
NOTIFICATION OF LOSS OR DAMAGE AT DELIVERY
(This is not a Claim)

NAME OF OWNER RANK/GRADE WEIGHT OF SHIPMENT
PPBOL/ORDER NO. SCAC CODE _ PICK UP DATE TSP REFERENCE NO.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: The customer (or their designated ive) and the T ion Service Provider
(TSP’s) delivery must jointly You must list on this document all new damage and

this
| any missing items you notice before the TSP's representative leaves your home. If you find loss or damage at delivery,
you must list it on this document.

dior damage is discovered at the ti f “NONE” rovided:
DO NOT for any reason, leave this document blank. If required, use multiple copies of this document.

NOTED LOSS AND OR DAMAGE

DESCRlPﬁON OF DAMAGE (i missing, 50 speciy.)}
(Electronic ilems, provide brand & model number)

INV. NO. ITEM

|

The purpose of this document is to provide the TPS notice of loss or damage discovered at the time of delivery. See the
Notice of Loss or Damage AFTER Delivery document for instructions on how to file your claim on line. You must give the
TSP notice of all loss or damage by submitting this document and the Notice of Loss or Damage AFTER Delivery
document within 75 days of delivery. You will not be paid by either the TSP or the Government for any item not listed on
these documents. Furthermore, you will not be paid for items listed on the Notice of Loss or Damage AFTER Delivery
document unless it is dispatched to the TSP within 75 calendar days of delivery.

THIS IS NOTIFICATION OF LOSS OR DAMAGE AT DELIVERY: By signing below, | acknowledge receipt of one (1)
copy of the Notification of Loss or Damage AT Delivery document. | understand that | have 75 days from delivery to
identify and list further loss or damage not discovered at defivery on the Notification of Loss or Damage AFTER Delivery
document. | understand | must mail, fax or dispatch electronically the Notice of Loss or Damage AFTER Delivery
document to the TSP identified below within 75 days of delivery. | understand | will not be paid by either the TSP or the
Government for any item not listed on these documents.

INV. NO. ITEM DESCRIPTION OF DAMAGE (if missing. so specify.)
{Electronic items, provide brand & model number)
CUSTOMER PPBOL NOJORDER NO DATE OF DELIVERY

(OR THEIR DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE)

SECTY -~ Fl GAINST THE
To $be"ll( a valid ciam to the TSP who shlpped your goods, log-on to the DOD DPS at
P 2pp=DPS&bhcp=1. Instructions for using the DPS will be provided at the web
address You rnus( me your clarm in this system within 9 MONTHS of your property's DELIVERY or you will not receive “full
replacement value” for eligible loss. You do not need to have repair estimates in order to enter your claim in DPS. If you
choose not to file your ciaims in DPS, you may file a claim directly with your Service Claims Office; however, you will not be
eligible for full replacement value and will be responsible for oblamlng and providing all estimates of repair. Contact your
local installation legal office for further information on flin h the Government.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT BY CUSTOMER OR THEIR DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE
(complete as applicable and sign below)

Unpacking, Partial Unpacking and removal of packing material, boxes, cartons, and other debris was (check one)
Performed, Not Performed___ Waived TSP will retum___

of the {or their i P i X

Figore U.Q-4. Notice of Loss or Damage AFTER Delivery

v-U.Q-36

Received for delivery at: Name/Address of Transportation Service Provider
)

Street Address

City State Zip
Telephone Number
Telephone Number Fax Number
Signature of the customer
(or their designated representative) Date TSP Signature Date

Figure U.Q-3. Notice of Loss or Damage AT Delivery

V-U.Q-35




DD Form 1840/1840R




Vehicle Inspection & Shipping Form

(VISF)
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Contact Legal Assistance, Claims,

and Tax Assistance Offices:

Main Post (Graf) Information
Location: Building 106

Legal Assistance: DSN 475-7114 or 0941-83-7114
Claims: DSN 475-8428 or 09641-83-8428

Rose Barracks (Vilseck) Information
Location: Building 245

Legal Assistance: DSN 476-2289 or 09662083-2289
Claims: DSN 476-2240 or 09662-83-2240



